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he Lagos State TP o l i c e  
Command has 

moved to reassure 
r e s i d e n t s  a m i d  
growing anxiety 
o v e r  s e c u r i t y  
concerns, insisting 
that there is no 
evidence of terrorist 
camps or insurgent 
operations within 
the state.
Speaking against 
the backdrop of 
panic generated by 
viral social media 
posts and videos 
over the weekend, 
the Commissioner of 
Police, Tijani Fatai, 
urged residents to 
distinguish between 
ver i f ied secur i ty  
information and 
online speculation.
C u r r e n t  p u b l i c  
i n f o r m a t i o n  
suggests that fears 
circulating on social 
media are being 
driven largely by 
developments in 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  
South-West states, 
particularly recent 
kidnappings and 
attacks in parts of 
Oyo State and other 
areas, rather than 
b y  c o n f i r m e d  
secur i t y  th reat s  
within Lagos.
T h e  c o n c e r n  
intensified following 
the abduction of 
teachers and pupils 
in Oyo State, where 
ransom demands 
reportedly raised 
fears that criminal 
groups displaced 
from other regions 
could be seeking 
new operational 
bases.
H o w e v e r ,  
investigations by 
Echonews found no 
c o n f i r m e d  
e v i d e n c e  o f  
established terrorist 
camps or organised 
insu rgent  bases  
operating in Lagos 
State.
Security agencies 

have, over time, 
uncovered criminal 
hideouts and black 
s p o t s  l i n k e d  t o  
kidnappers, armed 
r o b b e r s ,  d r u g  
traffickers and other 
c r i m i n a l  g a n g s  
across parts of the 
s t a t e .  S e c u r i t y  
experts, however, 
s t ress  that  such 
criminal activities 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
c o n f u s e d  w i t h  
insurgency.
Earlier in 2026, police 
o p e r a t i v e s  
uncovered an illegal 
detention facility 
linked to a cross-
b o r d e r  c r i m i n a l  
s y n d i c a t e  i n  
Badagry, rescuing 
24 victims. Security 
raids conducted in 
a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  
A g b o y i - K e t u ,  
Alapere, Mile 12 and 
Victoria Island also 
led to the arrest of 
several suspected 
criminals, according 
to officers of the 
s t a t e  R a p i d  
Response Squad 
(RRS).
Security analysts 
note that Lagos 
remains a potential 
target for infiltration 
due to its economic 
i m p o r t a n c e ,  
extensive coastline 

By Kunle Awoshiyan a n d  s t r a t e g i c  
location. They warn 
t h a t  s u s t a i n e d  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  
g a t h e r i n g  a n d  
surveillance remain 
critical to preventing 
criminal or extremist 
n e t w o r k s  f r o m  
gaining a foothold.
Recent reports of 
c r i m i n a l  g r o u p s  
o p e r a t i n g  f r o m  
forested areas in 
parts of the South-
West have further 
heightened public 
c o n c e r n .  I n  
response,  Lagos  
S t a t e  d e p l o y e d  
more than 100 forest 
guards to boundary 
communities in 2025 
as part of preventive 
security measures.
The state has also 
continued to invest 
heavily in security 
infrastructure.
While presenting 
m o d e r n  c r i m e -
fighting equipment 
and protective gear 
to the Lagos State 
Police Command, 
Executive Secretary 
of the Lagos State 
Security Trust Fund 
(LSSTF) ,  Dr .  Ayo 
Ogunsan, said the 
intervent ion was 
d e s i g n e d  t o  
strengthen security 
o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  

improve policing 
across the state.
According to him, 
the initiative reflects 
the government's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
enhancing security 
infrastructure and 

ensuring officers are 
a d e q u a t e l y  
e q u i p p e d  t o  
r e s p o n d  t o  
emerging threats.
"The essence of this 
intervention is to 
ensure that  our  

security personnel 
a r e  p r o p e r l y  
e q u i p p e d  t o  
respond effectively 
to emerging threats 
and maintain public 
safety across Lagos," 
Ogunsan said.

Lagos on Alert, Not 
Under Siege — Police 

Commissioner of Police Tijani

Mr. Babajide Sanwo-Olu
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Continued From Page 2

The state government 
and security agencies 
have also intensified 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  
gathering, expanded 
dedicated security tip 
lines, strengthened 
i n t e r - a g e n c y  
col laboration and 
increased security 
operations across the 
state.
Independent security 
monitoring platforms 
indicate that reported 
security incidents in 
Lagos have generally 
declined compared 
to the previous year, 
although concerns 
about  cr ime and 
kidnapping persist.
For Lagos, security 
efforts have largely 
f o c u s e d  o n  
prevention.
Commander of the 
R a p i d  R e s p o n s e  
Squad, CSP Shola 
Jejeloye, said the state 
has installed more 
than  1 ,000  CCTV  
cameras while also 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
n e i g h b o u r h o o d  
secur i ty st ructures 
across communities.
R e c e i v i n g  6 0  
bulletproof vests, 60 
ballistic helmets and a 
refurbished power 
bike from the LSSTF, 
Jejeloye described 
the intervention as 
timely and significant.
" I t  w i l l  e n h a n c e  
r e s p o n s e  t o  
emergenc ies  and 
t a c k l e  c r i m i n a l  
activities across the 
state. These ballistic 
h e l m e t s  a n d  
bulletproof vests will 
go a long way in 
enhancing the safety 
a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  
r e a d i n e s s  o f  o u r  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
discharge of their 
duties," he said.
Governor Babajide 
S a n w o - O l u  a l s o  
reiterated the state's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
supporting security 
agencies through the 

Lagos State Security 
T r u s t  F u n d  w h i l e  
encouraging residents 
to report suspicious 
act iv i t ies  th rough 
dedicated channels.
Addressing growing 
c o n c e r n s  o v e r  
insecurity across the 
country, the governor 
urged Nigerians not to 
allow political divisions 
o r  s o c i a l  m e d i a  
narratives to amplify 
fear.
"Every life lost is a 
t r a g e d y .  E v e r y  
c o m m u n i t y  
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  
violence deserves our 
solidarity, support and 
protection," he said.
Sanwo-Olu stressed 

t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  
a l o n e  c o u l d  n o t  
defeat cr iminal i ty  
w i t h o u t  t h e  
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  
citizens.
"Without the support, 
c o o p e r a t i o n ,  
vigilance and active 
intelligence sharing by 
local communities, 
government efforts 
alone cannot solve 
t h e  i n s e c u r i t y  
p r o b l e m .  
Communit ies must 
remain alert. Citizens 
must  cont inue to 
support lawful efforts 
aimed at protecting 
lives and property. 
Together, we can 
c r e a t e  a n  

environment where 
criminal elements find 
no refuge and no 
support."
The governor said 
strengthening security 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
improving intelligence 
g a t h e r i n g  a n d  
dismantling criminal 
n e t w o r k s  w o u l d  
requ i re  pat ience,  
determination and 
national unity.
H e  e x p r e s s e d  
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  
N i g e r i a  w o u l d  
overcome its security 
challenges.
"To our young people, I 
say: remain hopeful. 
To our families and 
communities, I say: 

remain resilient. To 
those serving on the 
f ront l ines of  our  
n a t i o n ' s  s e c u r i t y  
efforts, I say: remain 
steadfast.  And to 
every Nigerian, I say: 
keep faith with our 
country.
“This battle shall be 
won.  N ige r ia  w i l l  
prevail because the 
collective strength of 
our people is greater 
than the evil agenda 
of the few who are 
bent on making us live 
in fear and despair. 
Together, we will build 
a Nigeria safer within 
her communities and 
c o n f i d e n t  o f  h e r  
future."

Lagos on Alert, Not 
Under Siege — Police 

Presentation of bullet proof vest by LSSTF
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he Lagos State TO f f i c e  f o r  
D i s a b i l i t y  

Affairs (LASODA) 
has disbursed #20 
m i l l i o n  t o  2 0  
Disability groups to 
support advocacy 
and awareness 
campaigns ahead 
o f  t h e  2 0 2 6  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
D i s a b i l i t y  D a y  
celebration.
Speaking during 
the presentation 
held recently at 
t h e  A l a u s a  
Secretariat, the 
General Manager, 
A d e n i k e  
Oyetunde-Lawal, 
said the initiative 
reflects the Lagos 
S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  
c o n t i n u e d  
commitment to 
protect ing and 
p r o m o t i n g  t h e  

rights of persons 
with disabilities.
I n  h e r  w o r d s ,  
“ T o d a y ,  e a c h  
beneficiary group 
will receive one 
mil l ion naira to 
s t r e n g t h e n  
advocacy efforts 
a n d  i m p r o v e  
a w a r e n e s s  o f  
disability-related 
issues across the 
state.”
Beneficiaries of the 
support include 
t h e  L u p u s  
Foundation, the 
Dwarf Group, the 
Hearing-Impaired 
Cluster  for  the 
Deaf ,  and the 
Spinal Cord Injury 
Association Lagos, 
among others.
She urged the 
groups to ensure 
that the funds are 
properly utilised for 
programmes that 

GOVT AGENCIES

LASODA Supports 20 Disability Groups With N20m
will directly benefit 
their members and 
advance disability 
inclusion.
The LASODA boss 
also reaffirmed the 
state government's 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  

e x p a n d i n g  
opportunities for 
p e r s o n s  w i t h  
disabilities in line 
with its broader 
social protection 
a n d  i n c l u s i o n  
agenda.

The beneficiary 
g r o u p s  
commended the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  
Government and 
LASODA for the 
support,  not ing 
t h a t  t h e  

intervention would 
e n h a n c e  t h e i r  
w e l f a r e  
programmes and 
s t r e n g t h e n  
outreach efforts 
w i t h i n  t h e i r  
communities.

LASDRI Opens Two 
More Training Centres  

agos State LD r i v e r s  
Institute has 

opened two more 
training centres to 
cope with the 
surge in training 
n e e d s  o f  
applicants. The 
t w o  t r a i n i n g  
a n n e x e s  a r e  
located at Oshodi 
I s o l o  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  
S e c r e t a r i a t ,  
Oshodi and No 5 
Adele Road, Off 
Warehouse Road, 
Apapa, Lagos.
Speaking during 
the facility tour of 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  
c e n t r e s ,  t h e  
G e n e r a l  
M a n a g e r  o f  
Lagos State Driver 
Institute (LASDRI), 
M r s .  A f u s a t  
Tiamiyu said that 
driving schools on 
the Apapa and 

Oshodi axis of the 
s t a t e  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l l y  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
mastering dense, 
chaotic traffic, 
p r e v e n t i n g  
accidents and 
navigating strict 
local regulations. 
These locations 
make a heavy 
demand on the 
i n s t i t u t e  t o  
p r o v i d e  
s t r u c t u r e d ,  
comprehensive 
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
equips motorists 
w i t h  e s s e n t i a l  
vehicle control 
skills, defensive 
d r i v i n g  
techniques, and 
a  t h o r o u g h  
understanding of 
traffic laws.
Tiamiyu explained 
that formal driving 
education would 
ensu re  d r ive r s  

understand al l  
road signs, lane 
disciplines and 
traff ic laws to 
a v o i d  
u n n e c e s s a r y  
impoundment or 
penalties, adding 

that professional 
training equips 
drivers with the 
h a z a r d  
perception and 
spatial awareness 
n e e d e d  t o  
maneuver safety 

around massive 
a r t i c u l a t e d  
vehicles.
She noted that 
O s h o d i  a n d  
Apapa remain a 
major transport 
and commercial 

hub with heavy 
complex traffic, 
hence, it requires 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  
driving Instructors 
to teach drivers to 
anticipate erratic 
behaviours, safely 
n a v i g a t e  B R T  
l a n e s  a n d  
m a n a g e  
a g g r e s s i v e  “  
Danfo” drivers.
Commenting on 
t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  
des ign of  the 
training facility, 
Director/Engineer 
M u n i r u d e e n  
B a j u l a i y e  
explained that 
e a c h  t r a i n i n g  
f a c i l i t y  w a s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  
accommodate 
about 25 trainees 
a t  a  t r a i n i n g  
session, besides 
an administrative 
and convenience 
apartment.

Monday 8th June  - Sunday 14th June 2026
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h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  TGovernor, Mr. Babajide 
Olusola Sanwo-Olu has 

saluted Lagos residents for 
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  
encouragement in the last 
s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  h i s  
administration.
In a statement issued on 
Friday by his Special Adviser, 
Media and Publicity, Mr. 
Gboyega Akosile, Governor 
Sanwo-Olu described the 
achievements recorded by 
the government as a journey 
of shared sacrifice, resilience, 
and collective progress.
He said: “Seven years ago, we 
began this journey with a 
clear vision to build a Greater 
Lagos that works for all. 
Today, I salute every Lagosian 
for the trust, patience, and 
partnership you have shown. 
Your support has been the 
bedrock of every milestone 

we have achieved, from 
improved infrastructure and 
healthcare, to education 
reforms, urban mass transport 
s y s t e m s ,  y o u t h  
empowerment, and urban 
renewal projects across the 
five divisions of our state.”
The Governor noted that 
despite global economic 
shocks, including the COVID-
19 pandemic and other social 
issues, the administration has 
r e m a i n e d  f o c u s e d  o n  
del iver ing the THEMES+ 
Agenda for development.
Governor Sanwo-Olu further 
reaffirmed his commitment to 
completing al l  ongoing 
projects and initiating new 
ones that directly impact the 
lives of citizens.
“As we mark this seventh 
anniversary, I want to assure 
Lagosians that the best is yet 
to come. We will not rest on 

our oars. We will do more in 
providing quality roads, 
affordable housing, reliable 
heal thcare,  wor ld-c lass  
education, and a secure 
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  
businesses can thrive,” he 
added.
The Governor urged residents 
to continue to support 
government policies and 

i n i t i a t i v e s  a i m e d  a t  
sustainable development, 
while calling on the private 
sector and development 
p a r t n e r s  t o  d e e p e n  
collaboration with the state 
government.
The Governor applauded 
President Bola Tinubu, saying 
the Renewed Hope agenda 
of the president has been the 

tonic for the success of Lagos 
in many areas such as 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  h e a l t h ,  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
empowerment.
H e  a d d e d  t h a t  h i s  
administration has rendered 
accounts of his stewardship to 
Lagos ians  th rough  the  
Ministerial press briefings held 
in the past one month, saying 
t h a t  “ a l l  o u r  m o d e s t  
achievements in the past 
years have been presented 
to the good people of Lagos.”
The Governor concluded by 
thanking c iv i l  servants ,  
traditional rulers, religious 
l e a d e r s ,  c o m m u n i t y  
stakeholders, members and 
executives as well as leaders 
of  the A l l  P rogress ives  
Congress, APC for their 
contributions to the growth of 
Lagos over the past seven 
years.

Seven Years Anniversary: Sanwo-Olu 
Describes Journey As Shared Progress  

Gov. Babajide Sanwo-Olu

 Audit Service Commission Holds Sensitisation Programme 
he Lagos State Audit TService Commission 
has organised a 

Sensitisation Programme 
for Statutori ly Exiting 
Auditors as part of efforts 
a imed at prepar ing 
retiring officers for a 
seamless transition into 
post-service life.
S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
p r o g r a m m e  h e l d  
r e c e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  
Conference Room of the 
A u d i t  S e r v i c e  
Commission, Ivory Music 
House, CBD, Alausa, the 
Permanent Secretary, 
Mrs. Oluwakemi Amudat 

Garbadeen-Adedej i ,  
described retirement as a 
significant stage in the life 
of every public servant 
which requires adequate 
preparation, planning, 
and a positive mindset.
She stated that the 
sensitisation programme 
was designed to expose 
participants to critical 
areas and opportunities 
f o r  p r o d u c t i v e  
e n g a g e m e n t  a f t e r  
retirement.
Mrs. Garbadeen-Adedeji 
commended the retiring 
auditors for their years of 
d e d i c a t i o n ,  

profess ional i sm, and 
commitment to duty, 
n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h a v e  
continued to strengthen 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  
t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  a n d  
financial discipline within 
the Lagos State Public 
Service.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s h e  
a p p l a u d e d  t h e  
commitment of the Lagos 
State Government, under 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
G o v e r n o r  B a b a j i d e  
Olusola Sanwo-Olu, to 
the welfare of public 
servants through various 

initiatives and reforms 
a i m e d  a t  e n s u r i n g  
workers retire with dignity 
and remain productive 
after active service. 
She also appreciated the 
Head of Service, Mr. Bode 
Agoro for his invaluable 
g u i d a n c e  a n d  
c o n t i n u o u s  s u p p o r t  
t o w a r d s  s t a f f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
capacity building in the 
Public Service. 
Also speaking at the 
e v e n t ,  t h e  D e p u t y  
Director, Discipline and 
E x i t  ( D  a n d  E )  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  M r s .  
Oluwole Gloria, had 
earlier welcomed the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  
appreciated them for 
honouring the invitation 
of the Commission.
She encouraged the 
part icipants to shun 
procras t inat ion  and 
hasten their retirement 
procedures so as to avoid 
d e l a y s  a n d  
disappointment.
In his presentation, the 
f a c i l i t a t o r  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m m e ,  M r .  
Olaegbe Abdul Akeem 
e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  
importance of early 
ret i rement planning, 
p r u d e n t  f i n a n c i a l  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  

mainta in ing heal thy 
lifestyles after retirement.
He urged participants to 
embrace ret i rement  
posit ively and avoid 
seeing it as the end of 
l i f e ' s  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  
stressing that retirement 
offers opportunities for 
p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  
m e n t o r s h i p ,  a n d  
community service.
He further explained the 
nuances of properly 
exiting the public service, 
as well as hurdles that 
might be encountered, 
and ways to overcome 
them. 
T h e  f a c i l i t a t o r  a l s o  
enlightened participants 
o n  p e n s i o n  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
p r o c e s s e s  a n d  
encouraged them to 
ensure proper record 
keeping and t imely  
processing of retirement 
b e n e f i t s  t o  a v o i d  
unnecessary delays.
The programme featured 
questions-and-answers 
s e s s i o n s ,  p r a c t i c a l  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a n d  
professional guidance 
t a i l o r e d  t o w a r d s  
equipping the statutorily 
existing auditors with the 
necessary tools for a 
rewarding retirement life.

Monday 8th June  - Sunday 14th June 2026
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T h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

healthcare delivery and 
improving access to quality 
medicines for Ilera Eko and 
Eko Social Health Alliance 
(EKOSHA) enrollees by 
reviewing the Drug Access 
E x p a n s i o n  ( D A E )  
Programme.
The Permanent Secretary, 
L a g o s  S t a t e  H e a l t h  
Management  Agency 
(LASHMA), Dr. Emmanuella 
Zamba, in her opening 
remarks, during the Drug 
Access Expansion (DAE) 
Programme Review held 
recently at the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LCCI), Alausa, 
Ikeja, said the Agency 
remains committed to 
making healthcare delivery 
more accessible, efficient 
and seamless for residents. 
She disclosed that, in April 
2024, LASHMA conceived 
t h e  D A E  p r o g r a m m e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e c u r r i n g  
complaints from enrollees 
regarding the unavailability 
of prescribed medications 
and incomplete dispensing 
of drugs at healthcare 
facilities.
Dr. Zamba said that the DAE 
programme is a strategic 
intervention aimed at 
i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  
essential medicines and 
ensuring that enrollees 
receive complete, timely 
a n d  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  
pharmaceut ica l  ca re  
under the ILERA EKO Health 
Insurance programme.
The Permanent Secretary 
revealed that in order for 
LASHMA to obtain direct 
f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e  
experiences of the enrollees 
under the DAE programme 
and monitor its impact, the 
Agency  engaged an  
independent consultant six 
m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  
commencement of the 
programme, conducted 
internal assessments and 
cus tomer  sa t i s fact ion  
surveys.
She pledged that the 
Agency would not relent in 
introducing strategies that 
would assist in improving 

healthcare outcomes and 
e n h a n c i n g  p a t i e n t  
satisfaction across the state. 
Dr. Zamba disclosed that 
Lagos State has continued 
t o  l e a d  h e a l t h c a r e  
innovation and social  
h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  
implementation in Nigeria, 
adding that lessons from the 
Drug Access Expansion 
initiative could serve as a 
model for other states in the 
country.
While applauding providers' 
support, diligence and 
efficiency, Dr. Zamba said 
t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  
p h a r m a c i e s  a n d  
healthcare facilities remain 
key stakeholders in the 
success of the programme 
because of their direct 
engagement with patients 
and understanding of 
operational realities. She 
solicited more cooperation 
from the providers in order 
to ensure the sustainability 
of the Health Insurance 
Scheme and that Lagos 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  
achieves Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC).
The Permanent Secretary 
i m p l o r e d  c o m m u n i t y  
pharmacies to actively 
participate in the review 
meeting organised to 
c r i t i c a l l y  a s s e s s  t h e  
implementation of the 
programme and develop 
pract ica l  so lut ions  to  

i m p r o v e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
efficiency, as well as ensure 
that enrollees have access 
to covered drugs without 
stress and paying out-of-
pocket.
S h e  o p i n e d  t h a t  
recommendations and 
practical insights from 
providers would play a 
critical role in redesigning 
the programme into a more 
effective, customer- and 
provider-friendly model. 
She therefore assured 
providers that observations, 
s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  
recommendations arising 
from the review meeting 
w o u l d  b e  c a r e f u l l y  
considered and integrated 
into the ongoing reforms by 
the Agency aimed at 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  
programme. 
The Registrar, Pharmacy 
Council of Nigeria (PCN), 
Lagos Zonal Office, Pharm. 
I b r a h i m  A h m e d ,  
commended LASHMA for its 
unwavering commitment 
towards st rengthening 
a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i t y  
healthcare services and 
i m p r o v i n g  m e d i c i n e  
availability for enrollees in 
Lagos State. 
The Registrar, represented 
by the Director, PCN, 
Pharm. Dr. Taiwo Filusi, 
applauded the integration 
of community pharmacies 
u n d e r  t h e  I l e r a  E k o  

Healthcare delivery system, 
adding that the initiative, no 
doubt, would continue to 
improve access ib i l i t y ,  
c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  
e f f i c i e n c y  i n  
pharmaceutical service 
delivery across the State.
The Registrar noted that the 
review meeting offered 
stakeholders an opportunity 
to assess progress made 
under the programme, 
identify challenges, share 
l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  a n d  
d e v e l o p  p r a c t i c a l  
strategies for improved 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  
sustainability. He reaffirmed 
the Council's support for 
in i t ia t ives  that  wou ld  
p r o m o t e  q u a l i t y  
pharmaceutical practice, 
regulatory compliance, 
patient safety, and delivery 
of safe, effective and 
quality pharmaceutical 
services to the residents. 
The Executive Secretary, 
Health Facility Monitoring 
and Accreditation Agency 
(HEFAMAA), Dr. Victoria 
Egunjobi, also applauded 
LASHMA for integrating 
community pharmacies 
into the social health 
insurance scheme and 
sustaining efforts towards 
improv ing hea l thcare  
delivery. She added that 
p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d  
col laborat ions  among 
stakeholders remain critical 

to ensuring access to 
quality healthcare services 
and safe medications for 
residents.
Dr. Egunjobi described the 
rev iew meet ing as  a  
s t ra teg ic  p la t fo rm to  
collectively evaluate the 
strengths and challenges of 
t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  S h e  
expressed optimism that 
continued collaboration 
would further improve 
healthcare outcomes and 
patient satisfaction in Lagos 
State.
The Regional Manager, 
Southwest, Society for 
Family Health (SFH), Mrs. 
Jennifer Ladokun, on behalf 
o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s  t h a t  
sponsored the rev iew 
meet ing,  commended 
LASHMA for expanding 
access  to  af fo rdable  
healthcare services and 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  h e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  
through partnerships.
S h e  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  
commitment of SFH and 
ACIOE Foundat ion to  
supporting Lagos State in 
a c h i e v i n g  e q u i t a b l e  
healthcare access, stressing 
that collaborations among 
Government institutions, 
healthcare providers and 
development partners  
remain crucial to achieving 
improved health outcomes 
and advancing Universal 
Health Coverage.

Lagos Reviews Drug Access 
Expansion Programme 
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Prince Usman Akanbi Hamzat: Celebrating 
a Grassroots Leader on His Birthday

To d a y ,  J u n e  8 ,  
residents of Ifako-
I j a i y e  L o c a l  

Government Area,  
political associates, 
community leaders, 
fr iends, and family 
members celebrate 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Chairman of Ifako-
I j a i y e  L o c a l  
Government, Prince 
Usman Akanbi Hamzat, 
on the occasion of his 
birthday.Widely known 
by his initials, UAH, 
Prince Hamzat has 
earned a reputation as 
a grassroots politician, 
community mobiliser, 
a n d  p u b l i c  
administrator whose 
leadership has been 
marked by a strong 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
p e o p l e - c e n t r e d  
g o v e r n a n c e . A s  
Chairman of one of 
Lagos State's most 
p o p u l o u s  l o c a l  
government areas, he 
h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
advocated policies 
aimed at improving 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
enhancing community 
welfare, promoting 
education, supporting 
healthcare initiatives, 
and s t rengthening 
engagement between 
government and the 
p e o p l e . P r i n c e  
Hamzat's rise in public 
service reflects years of 
active involvement in 
c o m m u n i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
political organisation. 
Associates describe 
him as a leader who 
believes in teamwork, 
t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  
i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  
inclusive governance, 
qualities that have 
endeared him to many 
residents across Ifako, 
Ogba, Iju-Ishaga, Oke-
Ira, Obawole, and 
other  communit ies  
w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t . S i n c e  
assuming office as 

Executive Chairman, 
his administration has 
e m b a r k e d  o n  
p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  
initiatives designed to 
i m p r o v e  s e r v i c e  
d e l i v e r y  a n d  
s t r e n g t h e n  l o c a l  
governance. Under his 
leadership, the council 
has maintained active 
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  
community groups, 
professional bodies, 
religious organisations, 
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  
partners in pursuit of 
sustainable growth and 
development.Beyond 
governance, Prince 
Hamzat is known for 
p r o m o t i n g  u n i t y ,  
peaceful coexistence, 
and social harmony 

a m o n g  r e s i d e n t s .  
Through his  publ ic 
m e s s a g e s  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  
engagements, he has 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  
collaboration, religious 
t o l e r a n c e ,  a n d  
collective responsibility 
t o w a r d s  t h e  
development of Ifako-
Ijaiye.Many political 
o b s e r v e r s  a l s o  
a c k n o w l e d g e  h i s  
efforts in nurtur ing 
young leaders and 
supporting community-
driven initiatives. His 
admin i s t rat ion has  
m a i n t a i n e d  c l o s e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  
traditional institutions, 
market associations, 
youth groups, and 

other stakeholders to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  
governance remains 
responsive to the needs 
of the people.As he 
marks another birthday 
t o d a y ,  t r i b u t e s  
continue to pour in from 
across Lagos State, with 
many describing him as 
a dedicated public 
s e r v a n t  w h o s e  
l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  
contributed to the 
g r o w t h  a n d  
development of Ifako-
I j a i y e  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t . F o r  
residents and well-
wishers, the occasion 
offers an opportunity to 
celebrate a leader 
whose public service 
jou rney  has  been  
d e f i n e d  b y  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
c o m m u n i t y  
development, inclusive 
governance, and the 
pursuit of a better future 
fo r  the  peop le .As  
family, friends, political 
a s s o c i a t e s ,  a n d  
residents celebrate 
Prince Usman Akanbi 
Hamzat, they also pray 
f o r  g o o d  h e a l t h ,  
wisdom, and greater 
accomplishments in 
t h e  y e a r s  
ahead.Happy Birthday 
to Prince Usman Akanbi 
Hamzat ,  Execut ive 
Chairman of Ifako-
I j a i y e  L o c a l  
Government. May the 
n e w  y e a r  b r i n g  
continued success and 
impactful service to 
humanity.

Prince Usman Akanbi Hamzat

Monday 8th June  - Sunday 14th June 2026
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Hon. Akeem Olalekan Dauda at 54: 
Celebrating a Grassroots 
Leader and Administrator
On Sunday June 

17, 2026, family 
m e m b e r s ,  

political associates, 
friends, and residents of 
I k e j a  L o c a l  
Government join in 
c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  
Executive Chairman of 
I k e j a  L o c a l  
Government ,  Hon.  
A k e e m  O l a l e k a n  
Dauda, as he marks his 
54th birthday.Popularly 
known as AKOD, Hon. 
Dauda has over the 
years dist inguished 
himself as a committed 
grassroots politician, 
admin i s t rator ,  and 
c o m m u n i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  
a d v o c a t e  w h o s e  
public service journey 
has spanned both the 
private and public 
sectors.Born on June 7, 
1 9 7 2 ,  D a u d a ' s  
educational pursuit 
t o o k  h i m  t h r o u g h  
Emmanuel Anglican 
Primary School and 
Isonyi Grammar School 
before proceeding to 
t h e  F e d e r a l  
Po ly techn ic ,  I la ro ,  
where he obtained his 
National Diploma and 
H i g h e r  N a t i o n a l  
Diploma. His quest for 
k n o w l e d g e  l a t e r  
earned him a degree in 
International Relations 
and Strategic Studies 
f r o m  L a g o s  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  a  
Master's degree in 
Business Administration 
from Ladoke Akintola 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Technology.His career 
began in the private 
s e c t o r ,  w h e r e  h e  
worked with Solatek 
Nigeria Limited before 
serving as Executive 
Director of Datkeem 
V e n t u r e s  N i g e r i a  
Limited. However, his 
pass ion for  publ ic  

service and grassroots 
mobilization eventually 
drew him into active 
p o l i t i c s  a n d  
governance.Dauda's 
pol i t ical  t ra jectory 
r e f l e c t s  y e a r s  o f  
dedication to party 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  
e n g a g e m e n t .  H e  
s e r v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  
capacities, including 
Ward Chairman, Youth 
Leader, Secretary to 
I k e j a  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  
Chairman of Scribes 57, 
the association of Local 
Government and Local 
Council Development 
Area Secretaries in 
L a g o s  S t a t e . A s  
Executive Chairman of 
I k e j a  L o c a l  

Government, he has 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  
champion initiatives 
aimed at improving the 
l i v e s  o f  r e s i d e n t s  
through infrastructure 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  
educational support 
p r o g r a m m e s ,  
h e a l t h c a r e  
interventions, youth 
e m p o w e r m e n t  
s c h e m e s ,  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n  
governance.Under his 
leadership, several 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
projects have been 
executed, while efforts 
have been intensified 
to strengthen citizen 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  

promote transparency 
i n  p u b l i c  
administration.Beyond 
p o l i t i c s  a n d  
g o v e r n a n c e ,  
associates describe 
him as a bridge-builder 
whose leadership style 
e m p h a s i s e s  
i n c l u s i v e n e s s ,  
accountability, and 
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e . A s  h e  
celebrates another 
year today, tributes 
continue to pour in from 
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  
c o m m u n i t y  
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  
c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  
r e s i d e n t s  w h o  
c o m m e n d  h i s  
contributions to the 
development of Ikeja 
and Lagos State.For 

many, Hon. Akeem 
O l a l e k a n  D a u d a ' s  
birthday is not only a 
celebration of age but 
also an opportunity to 
reflect on a career 
d e d i c a t e d  t o  
g r a s s r o o t s  
development, public 
service, and the pursuit 
of a better society.As 
family, friends, and 
well-wishers celebrate 
him, they also express 
hopes  fo r  g reater  
accomplishments and 
continued service to 
humanity in the years 
ahead.Happy birthday 
t o  H o n .  A k e e m  
Olalekan Dauda and 
b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  
continued success in 
public service.

Hon. Akeem Olalekan Dauda at 54: 
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senator's support is 
also seen as a vote of 
condence in  the 
leadership of Mr. Tayo 
Akinmade Ayinde, the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Ambassador of the 
R e n e w e d  H o p e 
Ambassadors, whose 
efforts have continued 
to drive the expansion 
o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t 
across the state.The 
N15 million donation 
will be used to furnish 
the secretariat with 
m o d e r n  f a c i l i t i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  a i r 
conditioners, ofce 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 8th June  - Sunday 14th June 2026IKORODU NEWS

T h e  S e n a t o r 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
L a g o s  E a s t 

Senator ia l  D i s t r ict , 
S e n a t o r  M u k h a i l 
Adetokunbo Abiru, 
h a s  d o n a t e d  N 1 5 
mill ion towards the 
f u r n i s h i n g  a n d 
e q u i p p i n g  o f  t h e 
R e n e w e d  H o p e 
Ambassadors (RHA) 
Secretariat in Ikorodu 
F e d e r a l 
C o n s t i t u e n c y . T h e 
donation is expected 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n 
grassroots pol i t ical 
m o b i l i s a t i o n  a n d 

furniture, executive 
chairs ,  conference 
r o o m  e q u i p m e n t , 
workstations and other 
administrative tools 
needed for smooth 
o p e r a t i o n s . T h e 
secretariat, located at 
No. 27 Olubi Street, off 
Ayangburen Road, 
near Ikorodu Town Hall, 
o c c u p i e s  t h e 
O d e s a n y a / O g b e 
family house and is 
s t r a t e g i c a l l y 
positioned within the 
heart of Ikorodu for 
e a s y  a c c e s s  b y 
members, volunteers, 

s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d 
supporters.Observers 
believe the facility will 
serve as a major hub 
f o r  p o l i t i c a l 
c o o r d i n a t i o n , 
s t a k e h o l d e r 
engagement, voter 
education, volunteer 
management  and 
grassroots mobilisation 
across the federal 
constituency.Reactin
g to the donation, 
Comrade Japheth 
descr ibed Senator 
Abiru's gesture as a 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f 
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 

commitment to the 
R e n e w e d  H o p e 
m o v e m e n t . H e 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation on behalf 
of members of the 
organisation, noting 
t h a t  t h e  g r o u p 
remained grateful for 
t h e  s e n a t o r ' s 
support."Senator Abiru 
h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d 
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 
responsibi l i ty.  He is 
doing good and we 
appreciate his loyalty 
to the Renewed Hope 
a g e n d a  a n d  t h e 
Nigerian people," he 
s a i d . J a p h e t h  a l s o 
acknowledged the 
contributions of other 
supporters who have 
a s s i s t e d  t h e 
movement's activities 
across Ikorodu Division. 
He listed them as Hon. 
Gbolahan Ogunleye, 
Hon. Abdul Olugbenga 
S h i t t u ,  M r .  L a t e e f 
O d u g b e m i ,  C h i e f 
Executive Ofcer of 
Latodus Ventures, Mr. 
Igbasan (Agali), Lagos 
State Coordinator of 
the Joint Task Force 
(JTF), and Dr. Taiwo 
Hassan, Chief Medical 
Director of Ikorodu 
G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l , 
a m o n g  o t h e r s . H e 
further disclosed that 
n o t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l 
leaders, including Hon. 
Babajimi Benson and 
Hon.  Aro Moshood 
Abiodun, have also 
indicated interest in 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
R e n e w e d  H o p e 
agenda in Ikorodu and 
beyond.According to 
h i m ,  t h e  g r o w i n g 
support from political 
l e a d e r s  a n d 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  i s 
expected to further 
strengthen grassroots 
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d 
c o m m u n i t y 
participation within the 
constituency.

support activities of 
the Renewed Hope 
movement  in  the 
constituency ahead 
of  future pol i t ical 
engagements.Accor
ding to the group, the 
i n t e r v e n t i o n 
underscores Senator 
Abiru's commitment 
to  p romot ing  the 
R e n e w e d  H o p e 
a g e n d a  a n d 
supporting the re-
election project of 
President Bola Ahmed 
T i n u b u  t h r o u g h 
effective grassroots 
o r g a n i s a t i o n . T h e 

Abiru Donates N15m for 
RHA Secretariat in Ikorodu

By Emmanuel Daniji
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t h e  O k e - A g b o 
community. We are 
here to assure you that 
our government is fully 
a w a k e  t o  i t s 
responsibil it ies,” he 
s a i d . T h e  c o u n c i l 
chairman cautioned 
p a r e n t s  a g a i n s t 
keeping their children 
away f rom school 
based on rumours, 
w a r n i n g  t h a t 
prolonged absence 
c o u l d  n e g a t i v e l y 
affect their academic 
p e r f o r m a n c e , 
particularly as the third 
t e r m 
p rogres ses . “ Imota 
remains  a land of 
peace, and we will not 
allow the fear of the 
unknown to hold our 
children’s future or our 
community’s peace 
h o s t a g e , ”  h e 
a d d e d . A s  p a r t  o f 
m e a s u r e s  t o 
strengthen security 
around the school, 
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The Chairman of 
I m o t a  L o c a l 
C o u n c i l 

Development Area, 
Hon. Sunday Benson, 
on Wednesday visited 
UNA Primary School, 
Oke-Agbo, to reassure 
pupils, teachers and 
p a r e n t s  f o l l o w i n g 
panic triggered by a 
false report alleging 
that two pupils had 
been beheaded in the 
school.The visit came 
days after a local radio 
station broadcast the 
c l a i m ,  l e a d i n g  t o 
widespread fear within 
the community and 
p r o m p t i n g  m a n y 
parents to withdraw 
their children from the 
school.Although the 
station later retracted 
t h e  r e p o r t  a n d 
a p o l o g i s e d  t o 
residents and council 
authorities, the impact 
of the misinformation 
lingered, with many 
pupils yet to return to 
classes and school 
activities disrupted by 
anxiety among staff, 
s t u d e n t s  a n d 
parents . To  res to re 
condence, Benson 
l e d  a  d e l e g a t i o n 
comprising the Vice 
Chairman, Princess 
Abisoye Omowunmi 
Jimoh; Secretary to the 
Local Government, 
H o n .  M o h a m m e d 
Fagbesan; and Leader 
of the Legislative Arm, 
H o n .  O l u w o l e 
A d e s h i n a ,  o n  a n 
assessment visit to the 
school.The counci l 
o f  c i a l s  h e l d  a n 
interactive meeting 
with parents, teachers, 

Benson announced 
plans to construct a 
perimeter fence at 
UNA Primary School to 
prevent unauthorised 
access and improve 
the safety of pupils and 
staff.He also disclosed 
that the council would 
seek approval from the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Government for the 
deployment of ofcers 
of the Lagos State 
Neighbourhood Safety 
Corps to provide daily 
security coverage at 
the school.According 
t o  h i m , 
communication and 
collaboration among 
traditional rulers, youth 
leaders and security 
agencies would also 
be strengthened to 
enhance intelligence 
gathering and ensure 
s w i f t  r e s p o n s e s  t o 
security concerns.The 
c h a i r m a n  f u r t h e r 
appealed to parents, 
especially mothers, to 

maintain orderly drop-
o f f  a n d  p i c k - u p 
routines to improve 
crowd control and 
secur i ty with in the 
s c h o o l 
environment.Benson 
stressed that tackling 
insecur i ty  requ i res 
c o l l e c t i v e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
urged res idents  to 
r e p o r t  s u s p i c i o u s 
activities to security 
agencies while relying 
o n l y  o n  v e r i  e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m 
o f  c i a l 
sources.Speaking on 
behal f  of  parents , 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
School Parents’ Forum, 
Rev. Nnamdi Jason, 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
council chairman for 
his prompt intervention 
a n d  d i r e c t 
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h 
stakeholders.He urged 
parents not to allow 
f e a r  k e e p  t h e i r 
children away from 

school and appealed 
for the deployment of 
permanent security 
personnel as well as the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 
perimeter fence to 
st rengthen secur i ty 
a r o u n d  t h e 
s c h o o l . J a s o n  a l s o 
called on residents to 
c o o p e r a t e  w i t h 
secur i t y  agenc ies , 
noting that ensuring 
the safety of children is 
a  s h a r e d 
responsibi l i ty. In her 
remarks ,  the Head 
Teacher of UNA Primary 
School, Mrs. Funmilola 
Olowookere, thanked 
the council chairman 
and his team for their 
v i s i t  a n d 
r e a s s u r a n c e s . S h e 
e c h o e d  c a l l s  f o r 
i m p r o v e d  s e c u r i t y 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d 
urged parents and 
community members 
t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m 
spreading unveried 
information capable of 
c r e a t i n g 
p a n i c .O l owoo ke r e 
d i sc losed that  the 
school would formally 
present its security and 
infrastructural needs to 
relevant education 
authorit ies and the 
I m o t a  L C D A 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r 
urgent attention.The 
visit highlighted the 
counci l ' s  ef forts  to 
a d d r e s s  s e c u r i t y 
c o n c e r n s  t h r o u g h 
c o m m u n i t y 
e n g a g e m e n t , 
preventive measures 
and collaboration with 
s takeho lder s  wh i le 
ensuring that teaching 
and learning continue 
without disruption.

community leaders 
and pupils on the 
s c h o o l  p r e m i s e s , 
addressing concerns 
o v e r  r u m o u r s  o f 
s u s p e c t e d 
kidnapping activities 
circulating within the 
O k e - A g b o 
community.Speaking 
during the meeting, 
B e n s o n  u r g e d 
residents to remain 
c a l m  a n d  a v o i d 
spreading unveried 
information capable 
o f  c a u s i n g 
u n n e c e s s a r y 
p a n i c . “ W e 
understand the fears 
o f  e v e r y  p a r e n t 
gathered here today. 
The safety  o f  our 
children is a sacred 
trust. However, we 
m u s t  n o t  a l l o w 
unveried rumours 
and fear-mongering 
t o  d i s r u p t  t h e 
educat ion  o f  ou r 
youth or the peace of 

Imota Chairman Moves to 
Calm Fears After School 
Kidnap Rumour By Emmanuel Daniji
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entrusting him with the 
mandate.“I want to 
thank my party, BOOT 
P a r t y ,  f o r  t h e 
condence in voting 
for me to emerge the 
winner of the primary 
election for Ibeju-Lekki 
Constituency I,” he 
s ta ted .Addres s ing 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e 
c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  t h e 
comedian promised 
to prioritise service and 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i f 
elected into ofce.“To 
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P o p u l a r 
comedian and 
f o r m e r  B i g 

B r o t h e r  N a i j a 
housemate, Aderombi 
A d e d a y o  M a r t i n s , 
popularly known as 
D e e O n e ,  h a s 
emerged as the Lagos 
S t a t e  H o u s e  o f 
Assembly candidate 
f o r  I b e j u - L e k k i 
Constituency I ahead 
of the 2027 general 
e l e c t i o n . D e e O n e 
secured the ticket of 

I b e j u - L e k k i 
Constituency I, come 
2027, by the grace of 
God, I wil l  be your 
worker and not your 
b o s s , ”  h e  s a i d . H i s 
emergence adds to 
the growing l i s t  of 
Nigerian entertainers 
s e e k i n g  e l e c t i v e 
p o s i t i o n s  a s 
preparations gradually 
begin for the 2027 
g e n e r a l 
e l e c t i o n s . P o l i t i c a l 
o b s e r v e r s  s a y 

DeeOne's popularity in 
the enter ta inment 
industry could attract 
attention to the race, 
a l t h o u g h  h e  i s 
expected to face stiff 
competition as major 
political parties begin 
t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n 
processes.The contest 
for  the Ibeju-Lekk i 
Constituency I seat in 
the Lagos State House 
o f  A s s e m b l y  i s 
expected to generate 
s ign icant  interest 

given the rapid growth 
a n d  e c o n o m i c 
importance of  the 
Ibeju-Lekki axis, which 
hosts several strategic 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d 
industrial projects.With 
the election still months 
away, stakeholders will 
be watching closely to 
s e e  h o w  t h e 
c o m e d i a n - t u r n e d -
politician translates his 
p u b l i c  p r o  l e  i n t o 
grass roots  pol i t ical 
suppor t  w i th in  the 
constituency.

the BOOT Party after 
emerging victorious in 
the party's primary 
election, positioning 
him as one of the early 
contenders for the 
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e 
seat.The entertainer 
a n n o u n c e d  h i s 
emergence in a post 
shared on his social 
m e d i a  p a g e  o n 
W e d n e s d a y , 
e x p r e s s i n g 
appreciation to party 
m e m b e r s  f o r 

BBNaija Star, DeeOne Emerges, 
BOOT Party Candidate for 
Lagos Assembly Seat By Emmanuel Daniji
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efcient public service 
del ivery.The report 
highlighted the state's 
s ign icant  lead in 
revenue generation, 
descr ib ing i t  as  a 
critical indicator of 
scal sustainability and 
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
c a p a c i t y . A n a l y s t s 
noted that Lagos’ 
strategic position as 
Nigeria’s commercial 
and nancial capital 
continues to give it a 
competitive edge. Its 
e x t e n s i v e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
n e t w o r k ,  t h r i v i n g 
business environment, 
seaport infrastructure 
and concentration of 
pr ivate enterpr ises 
were ident ied as 
major contributors to 
its  top ranking.The 
state also received 
commendation for its 
progress in innovation 
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Lagos State has 
e m e r g e d  a s 
Nigeria’s highest-

p e r f o r m i n g  s t a t e , 
earning the only ve-
star rating in the 2025 
Ph i l l ips  Consu l t ing 
State Performance 
I n d e x  ( p S P I ) ,  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
a s s e s s m e n t  o f 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
outcomes across the 
country.The annual 
ranking, conducted 
by Phillips Consulting, 
evaluated all 36 states 
a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Capital Territory using 
key indicators such as 
scal management, 
economic growth, 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
h e a l t h c a r e , 
e d u c a t i o n , 
g o v e r n a n c e , 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d 
d i g i t a l 
access.According to 
the report, Lagos State 
was the sole state to 
attain the elite ve-star 
category, receiving an 
“ e x c e p t i o n a l ” 
performance rating 
and emerging as the 
b e s t - p e r f o r m i n g 
s u b n a t i o n a l 
government in the 
country.The report 
placed Ogun State, 
K a d u n a  S t a t e , 
Adamawa State and 
Niger State in the four-
s t a r  c a t e g o r y , 
r e  e c t i n g  s t r o n g 
performances across 
several development 
indicators. However, 
none matched Lagos 

a n d  d i g i t a l 
transformation. The 
repor t  s tated that 
techno logy-d r i ven 
governance reforms 
and digital service 
delivery initiatives have 
i m p r o v e d 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , 
operational efciency 
a n d  c i t i z e n 
engagement.Unl ike 
many states that rely 
heavily on monthly 
federal allocations, 
Lagos has consistently 
demonstrated a strong 
ability to generate and 
utilise local resources 
to fund development 
projects and expand 
publ ic services.This 
 n a n c i a l 
i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
report, played a major 
role in its emergence 
as the country’s only 
ve-star state.The 2025 

State Performance 
I n d e x  a d o p t e d  a 
methodology that 
assigned 70 per cent 
weight to objective 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
indicators and 30 per 
c e n t  t o  c i t i z e n s ’ 
p e r c e p t i o n 
scores.Nearly 10,000 
r e s p o n d e n t s 
participated in the 
s u r v e y ,  p r o v i d i n g 
insights into public 
c o n  d e n c e  i n 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d 
service delivery across 
Nigeria.Observers say 
the ranking reects not 
only Lagos’ economic 
strength but also the 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f 
governance structures 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y 
s u c c e s s i v e 
administrat ions.The 
report further revealed 
a wider performance 

gap between Lagos 
a n d  i t s  c l o s e s t 
c o m p e t i t o r s 
compared to previous 
editions of the index, 
with no other state 
attaining the coveted 
ve-star status.While 
O g u n  r e t a i n e d  i t s 
pos i t ion  as  one of 
N i g e r i a ’ s  l e a d i n g 
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t r e s , 
Kaduna, Adamawa 
and Niger recorded 
notable improvements 
that earned them four-
star ratings, indicating 
g r o w i n g 
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s 
among top-performing 
s t a t e s . P h i l l i p s 
Consulting explained 
that the objective of 
t h e  i n d e x  e x t e n d s 
beyond ranking states, 
d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s  a 
g o v e r n a n c e  t o o l 
d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p 
policymakers identify 
performance gaps, 
benchmark progress 
a n d  i m p l e m e n t 
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d 
r e f o r m s . W i t h  i t s 
emergence as  the 
nation’s only ve-star 
state in the 2025 State 
Performance Index, 
Lagos has once again 
reinforced its status as 
Nigeria’s benchmark 
f o r  g o v e r n a n c e , 
e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
p u b l i c - s e c t o r 
performance, setting a 
s tandard for  other 
s t a t e s  s e e k i n g  t o 
accelerate growth 
a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e 
quality of life of their 
residents.

i n  g o v e r n a n c e 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s , 
economic resilience 
and public service 
del ivery.The latest 
r a n k i n g  f u r t h e r 
strengthens Lagos’ 
r e p u t a t i o n  a s 
Nigeria’s economic 
hub and underscores 
t h e  i m p a c t  o f 
sustained investments 
i n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
technology, urban 
r e n e w a l  a n d 
institutional reforms 
o v e r  t h e 
years.According to 
Phil l ips Consulting, 
Lagos distinguished 
i t s e l f  t h r o u g h 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n 
internally generated 
r e v e n u e , 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
expansion, private-
sector growth and 

L a g o s  T o p s  N i g e r i a ’ s 
Governance Rank ing, 
Earns Only Five-Star Rating

By Emmanuel Daniji
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continue a trend 
that  gathereda 
m o m e n t u m 
throughout 2025. 
NBS data indicate 
that total capital 
importation into 
N iger ia  rose by 
nearly 89 per cent 
in 2025, reaching 
$ 2 3 . 2 1  b i l l i o n 
c o m p a r e d  t o 
$12.31 bi l l ion in 
2024, marking the 
h i g h e s t  l e v e l 
recorded in several 
years.
E c o n o m i c 
observers believe 
the  inc rease  in 
f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l 
inows is linked to 
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N i g e r i a 
attracted 
a total of 

$10.37 bi l l ion in 
c a p i t a l 
importation during 
the rst quarter of 
2026, representing 
a n  i m p r e s s i v e 
8 3 . 8 3  p e r  c e n t 
i n c r e a s e 
compared to the 
$ 5 . 6 4  b i l l i o n 
recorded in the 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
per iod of 2025, 
according to the 
l a t e s t  r e p o r t 
released by the 
National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS).
T h e  r e p o r t 
highlights a strong 
rebound in foreign 
capital inows into 
Af r ica ' s  la rges t 
e c o n o m y , 
signalling renewed 
i n v e s t o r 
condence amid 
o n g o i n g 
economic reforms 
a n d  i m p r o v e d 
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e 
nation's nancial 
markets. Beyond 
the year-on-year 
growth,  capital 
importation also 
rose by 60.97 per 
c e n t  w h e n 
compared wi th 
the $6.44 bil l ion 
recorded in the 
fourth quarter of 
2025.
Analysts say the 
s u r g e  r e  e c t s 
i n c r e a s i n g 
participation by 
foreign investors, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 
p o r t f o l i o 

Nigeria's Capital Inflows 
Surge 83% in Q1, Says NBS

i n v e s t m e n t s , 
w h i c h  h a v e 
r e m a i n e d  t h e 
dominant source 
of capital inows 
i n t o  N i g e r i a  i n 
recent quarters. 
P r e v i o u s  N B S 
reports showed 
t h a t  p o r t f o l i o 
i n v e s t m e n t s 
accounted for the 
bulk  of  capita l 
imported into the 
c o u n t r y 
throughout 2025, 
w h i l e  f o r e i g n 
direct investment 
(FDI )  remained 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
low.
The latest gures 

policy measures 
a i m e d  a t 
s t a b i l i s i n g  t h e 
foreign exchange 
market, improving 
i n v e s t o r 
condence, and 
creating a more 
a t t r a c t i v e 
environment for 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i n v e s t o r s .  T h e 
strengthening of 
Nigeria's nancial 
s e c t o r  a n d 
continued interest 
i n  government 
secur i t ies  have 
also contributed 
t o  t h e  r i s e  i n 
capital inows.
While the growth 

i n  c a p i t a l 
i m p o r t a t i o n  i s 
widely seen as a 
p o s i t i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
e x p e r t s  h a v e 
cautioned that a 
signicant share of 
the inows remains 
concentrated in 
short-term portfolio 
investments rather 
t h a n  l o n g - t e r m 
p r o d u c t i v e 
investments. They 
a r g u e  t h a t 
s u s t a i n e d 
economic growth 
will require stronger 
f o r e i g n  d i r e c t 
investment in key 
sectors  such as 

manufactu r ing , 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
agriculture, and 
technology.
The NBS report is 
expected to be 
closely monitored 
b y  i n v e s t o r s , 
policymakers, and 
businesses as an 
i n d i c a t o r  o f 
N i g e r i a ' s 
economic outlook 
and its ability to 
a t t r a c t  f o r e i g n 
c a p i t a l  i n  a n 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
competitive global 
i n v e s t m e n t 
environment.

AtumeTerfa
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media platforms, 
b r o a d c a s t 
channels, online 
forums, and other 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
s o u r c e s .  T h e 
platform analyses 
conversations and 
trends in real time, 
offering services 
such as sentiment 
a n d  e m o t i o n 
a n a l y s i s , 
s t a k e h o l d e r 
m a p p i n g ,  c r i s i s 
d e t e c t i o n , 
r e p u t a t i o n  r i s k 
a s s e s s m e n t , 
narrative tracking, 
trust measurement, 
a n d  e x e c u t i v e 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 
reporting.
The launch comes 
a t  a  c r i t i c a l 
m o m e n t  f o r 
b u s i n e s s e s , 
governments, and 
institutions facing 
an  inc reas ing ly 
c o m p l e x 
communications 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
shaped by rapid 
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N igeria has 
positioned 
itself at the 

forefront of Africa's 
communications 
t e c h n o l o g y 
revolution with the 
l a u n c h  o f 
A G E N T P R ,  a 
groundbreaking 
a r t i  c i a l 
intelligence-driven 
p lat form set  to 
redene publ ic 
relations, media 
intelligence, and 
r e p u t a t i o n 
m a n a g e m e n t 
a c r o s s  t h e 
continent.
Unveiled in Lagos 
b y 
communications 
s t r a t e g i s t  a n d 
founder of Cihan 
M e d i a  G r o u p , 
Celest ine Achi , 
AGENTPR is being 
hailed as Africa's 
rst agentic PR and 
media intelligence 
p l a t f o r m .  T h e 
innovation marks a 
s h i f t  f r o m 
c o n v e n t i o n a l 
media monitoring 
t o  a  m o r e 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
system capable of 
del iver ing real -
t i m e  i n s i g h t s , 
predictive analysis, 
a n d  s t r a t e g i c 
inte l l igence for 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
navigating today's 
f a s t - p a c e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
landscape.
Speaking at the 
l a u n c h ,  A c h i 

Nigeria Unveils Africa's First
AI-Powered PR Intelligence 
Platform

emphasised that 
t h e 
communications 
i n d u s t r y  h a s 
entered a new era 
where t racking 
media mentions 
alone is no longer 
s u f  c i e n t . 
According to him, 
m o d e r n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
requi re deeper 
intelligence that 
c a n  u n c o v e r 
e m e r g i n g 
narratives, identify 
potential risks, and 
p r o v i d e 
a c t i o n a b l e 
recommendation
s  before  i s sues 
escalate.
Unlike traditional 
monitoring tools, 
AGENTPR deploys 
a  n e t w o r k  o f 
autonomous AI 
a g e n t s  t h a t 
continuously scan 
d i g i t a l 
e c o s y s t e m s , 
inc luding news 
websites, social 

news cycles, AI-
g e n e r a t e d 
c o n t e n t ,  a n d 
h e i g h t e n e d 
publ ic scrut iny. 
M a n y 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
across Africa still 
d e p e n d  o n 
m a n u a l 
m o n i t o r i n g 
m e t h o d s  a n d 
r e a c t i v e 
communication 
s t r a t e g i e s , 
c r e a t i n g  a 
growing demand 
for tools that can 
a n t i c i p a t e 
challenges before 
they develop into 
full-scale crises.
One of AGENTPR's 
standout features 
i s  i t s  f o c u s  o n 
Afr ica's  un ique 
m e d i a  a n d 
c u l t u r a l 
landscape. Built to 
understand local 
l a n g u a g e s , 
r e g i o n a l 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s , 
a n d  c u l t u r a l 

c o n t e x t s  o f t e n 
missed by global 
m o n i t o r i n g 
s o l u t i o n s ,  t h e 
platform aims to 
provide a more 
accurate picture 
of public sentiment 
and stakeholder 
perceptions across 
d ive r se  Af r ican 
markets.
The introduction of 
A G E N T P R  a l s o 
reects the global 
r i s e  o f  a g e n t i c 
A I — a d v a n c e d 
systems capable of 
p e r f o r m i n g 
c o m p l e x  t a s k s , 
a n a l y s i n g  v a s t 
a m o u n t s  o f 
information, and 
g e n e r a t i n g 
s t r a t e g i c 
recommendations 
w i t h  m i n i m a l 
h u m a n 
intervent ion.  As 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
e m b r a c e  A I -
powered decision-
m a k i n g ,  t h e 

platform positions 
A f r i c a  w i th i n  a 
rapidly evolving 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
movement.
F o r  N i g e r i a ' s 
g r o w i n g 
technology and 
communications 
sectors, the launch 
represents another 
milestone in the 
country's ambition 
t o  b e c o m e  a 
leading hub for 
a r t i  c i a l 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 
i n n o v a t i o n . 
Industry experts 
believe AGENTPR 
could transform 
how brands, public 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
corporations, and 
communicat ion 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
m a n a g e 
r e p u t a t i o n , 
m o n i t o r  p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n ,  a n d 
r e s p o n d  t o 
e m e r g i n g 
challenges in an 
increasingly data-
driven world.
As AGENTPR begins 
o p e r a t i o n s , 
attention will turn 
to how effectively it 
helps organisations 
detect risks early, 
decode shift ing 
public narratives, 
a n d  t r a n s f o r m 
complex streams 
of media data into 
v a l u a b l e 
intelligence that 
d r i v e s  b e t t e r 
d e c i s i o n s  a n d 
s t r o n g e r 
s t a k e h o l d e r 
engagement.

AtumeTerfa
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( S W A T )  t o  h i s 
o f  c e . I n  a 
s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e 
C h a i r m a n 
emphasized that 
s a f e g u a r d i n g 
residents remains a 
top priority of his 
government."Proa
ctive governance 
to protect lives and 
p r o p e r t y  i s  a 
p r i m a r y 
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The Chairman 
o f  L a g o s 
I s l a n d  E a s t 

L o c a l  C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Area (LCDA), Dr. 
Muibi  Folawiyo, 
has reafrmed his 
administ rat ion’s 
commitment to 
protecting l ives 
a n d  p r o p e r t y 
through proactive 

Folawiyo Vows Enhanced 
Security Collaboration 
With Police

governance and 
s t r e n g t h e n e d 
s e c u r i t y 
partnerships.Dr. 
Folawiyo made 
the declaration 
f o l l o w i n g  a 
courtesy visit by 
C P  A y i l a r a 
Olukayode of the 
Southwest Anti-
Terrorism and Anti-
C r i m e  S q u a d 

responsibility of my 
g o v e r n m e n t , 
o f t e n 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
t h r o u g h 
s t r e n g t h e n e d 
security measures, 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
rehabilitation and 
c o m m u n i t y 
engagement,” he 
sa id .He fu r ther 
r e i t e r a t e d  h i s 
administration’s 

resolve to maintain 
peace across the 
council area."My 
Lagos Island East 
LCDA Government 
r e i t e r a t e d  i t s 
resolve to continue 
to protect lives and 
property across the 
council area. My 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e s  t o 
strengthen peace, 
enhance security 
and ensure that no 
one is left behind 
on  the  path  o f 

p r o g r e s s . ” D r . 
Folawiyo disclosed 
that the meeting 
w i t h  t h e  S W A T 
Commander was 
p r o d u c t i v e , 
f o c u s i n g  o n 
improving security 
architecture in the 
area, especially in 
l i g h t  o f  r e c e n t 
skirmishes in some 
parts of the local 
council."CP Ayilara 
O l u k a y o d e  o f 
S W A T  m a d e  a 
courtesy call to my 
ofce. We had a 
fruitful discussion 
and promised to 
work together in 
e n h a n c i n g  t h e 
security situation in 
our local council 
by  prompt  and 
timely intervention 
b y  t h e  l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
ofcers, having in 
mind the recent 
skirmishes in some 
parts of the local 
c o u n c i l , ”  h e 
a d d e d . T h e 
col laborat ion i s 
expected to result 
in faster response 
times by security 
operatives and a 
more coordinated 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
tackling security 
challenges in the 
h i s t o r i c  L a g o s 
Island axis.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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h e a l t h . P r i n c e 
Oyekan stated that 
his government is 
d e t e r m i n e d  t o 
c h a m p i o n  a 
c l e a n e r  a n d 
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The Chairman 
o f  L a g o s 
Island Local 

G o v e r n m e n t , 
P r i n c e  T a i w o 
O y e k a n  h a s 
r e i t e r a t e d  h i s 

administration’s 
commitment to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y , 
i m p r o v e d 
h y g i e n e ,  a n d 
p u b l i c 

h e a l t h i e r 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
across the council 
area. He urged 
r e s i d e n t s  a n d 
traders to play 
t h e i r  p a r t  b y 

m a i n t a i n i n g 
cleanl iness  and 
disposing of refuse 
in a proper and 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
manner.To tackle 

potential ooding, 
t h e  c h a i r m a n 
d i r e c t e d  t h e 
i m m e d i a t e 
d e s i l t i n g  o f 
drainage systems 
and the prompt 
e v a c u a t i o n  o f 
waste across the 
l o c a l 
government .He 
a l s o  c a l l e d  o n 
c o m m u n i t y 
l e a d e r s  a n d 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
A s s o c i a t i o n s 
(CDAs)  to  work 
closely with the 
council authorities 
to ensure cleaner, 
safer, and more 
h a b i t a b l e 
communities.Reac
t i n g  t o  t h e s e 
i n i t i a t i v e s ,  t h e 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
O b a n k o s e 
(Oluwole/Folawiyo 
Quar te r s / Lagos 
Central Mosque) 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Association, Prince 
L a t e e f  A d e l e , 
c o m m e n d e d 
Prince Oyekan for 
his environmental 
s a n i t a t i o n  a n d 
c o m m u n i t y 
r e g e n e r a t i o n 
efforts.Meanwhile, 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
c h a i r m a n 
p e r s o n a l l y 
i n s p e c t e d  t w o 
o n g o i n g  r o a d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
projects  at  I s sa 
Williams Street and 
T a j u d e e n  O l u s i 
Street to assess the 
level of progress 
and ensure quality 
delivery.

Oyekan Pushes For 
Cleaner Environment, 
Better Sanitation
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area.
Residents have also 
been encouraged 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
sanitation drive by 
maintaining proper 
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In line with the 
popular saying 
that cleanliness 

is next to godliness, 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman of Egbe-
I d i m u  L o c a l 
C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Area (LCDA), Hon. 
D r .  P r i nce  Id r i s 
Balogun (Oluomo 
K a a f a t a ) ,  h a s 
i n t e n s i  e d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sanitation efforts 
across the council 
area through the 
e v a c u a t i o n  o f 
refuse and other 
waste materials in 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
within the LCDA.
The in i t iat ive i s 
aimed at ensuring 
a  c l e a n e r , 
healthier and safer 
environment for 
res idents ,  whi le 
a l so  promot ing 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sustainability and 
improved public 
hyg iene across 
Egbe-Idimu LCDA.
The cha i rman ' s 
o n g o i n g 
commitment to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
cleanliness reects 
his administration's 
determination to 
c r e a t e  a 
c o n d u c i v e 
atmosphere for 
h e a l t h y  l i v i n g , 
p r e v e n t 

Balogun Strengthens 
Environmental Clean-Up 
Exercise in Egbe-Idimu  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
h a z a r d s  a n d 
e n h a n c e  t h e 
aesthetic appeal 
of communit ies 
within the council 

waste  d i sposa l 
p r a c t i c e s  a n d 
a d h e r i n g  t o 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
hygiene standards 
for the collective 

development of 
the LCDA.
The administration 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t 
s u s t a i n e d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

cleanliness remains 
a  s h a r e d 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
government and 
residents.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Igando-Ikotun Chairman 
Swears In New Supervisors
The Chairman 

o f  I g a n d o -
Ikotun Local 

C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Area (LCDA), Snr. 
Comr. Lasisi Ayinde 
Ak insanya,  has 
s w o r n  i n  t h r e e 
newly appointed 
Supervisors as part 
o f  e f f o r t s  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n 
governance and 
improve service 
delivery within the 
council.
T h e  c e r e m o n y , 
held at the Council 
S e c r e t a r i a t , 
f e a t u r e d  t h e 
f o r m a l 

inauguration of 
the immediate 
past Secretary to 
t h e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
(SLG) and former 
S u p e r v i s o r  f o r 
Education, Comr. 
Alani Babatunde 
K a z e e m ,  a s 
S u p e r v i s o r  f o r 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t . 
Also sworn in were 
H o n .  A k i n l o r i n 
Akinola Samuel as 
S u p e r v i s o r  f o r 
Industr ial ization 
and immediate 
p a s t  S p e c i a l 
Adviser for Civic 
Engagement and 
T o u r i s m ,  H o n . 
B u k o l a  S o a g a 
B a d a ,  a s 

S u p e r v i s o r  f o r 
Natural Resources.
Speaking at the 
event, Akinsanya 
congratulated the 
appointees and 
descr ibed thei r 
new roles as a call 
t o  g r e a t e r 
responsibility and 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
public service.
He urged them to 
approach the i r 
assignments with 
i n t e g r i t y , 
commitment and 
a strong focus on 
d e l i v e r i n g 
deve lopmenta l 
p r o j e c t s  t h a t 
w o u l d  b e n e  t 
r e s i d e n t s  o f 
I g a n d o - I k o t u n 

LCDA.
The chairman also 
emphasized the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
t e a m w o r k  a n d 
accountability in 
g o v e r n a n c e , 
noting that the 
s u c c e s s  o f  h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
depends on the 
collective efforts 
of political ofce 
h o l d e r s  a n d 
council staff.
H e  f u r t h e r 
charged the new 
s u p e r v i s o r s  t o 
j u s t i f y  t h e 
c o n  d e n c e 
reposed in them 
b y  e n s u r i n g 
e f f e c t i v e  a n d 
efcient service 

delivery in their 
r e s p e c t i v e 
departments.
In their responses, 
the newly sworn-in 
s u p e r v i s o r s 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation to 
the chairman and 
the leadership of 
t h e  A l l 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) 
f o r  t h e 
oppor tun i ty  to 
serve.
T h e y  p l e d g e d 
their loyalty to the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
and promised to 
work  d i l igent ly 
t o w a r d s  t h e 
development of 
the council and 

the  we l fa re  o f 
residents.
T h e  c e r e m o n y 
was attended by 
k e y  o f  c i a l s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
Secretary to the 
L o c a l 
Government, Hon. 
Mojisola Ayinke 
Badmus; Leader 
of the Legislative 
H o u s e ,  H o n . 
T a j u d d e e n 
O l o r u n f e m i ; 
members of the 
Legislative Arm; 
c o u n c i l 
m a n a g e m e n t ; 
po l i t ica l  o fce 
h o l d e r s ;  p a r t y 
leaders; and other 
stakeholders.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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A k i n p e l u  R e a f f i r m s 
Commitment to Cleaner, 
Healthier Alimosho
The Chairman 

o f  A l imosho 
L o c a l 

Government, Hon. 
Akinpelu Ibrahim 
J o h n s o n ,  h a s 
a p p l a u d e d 
residents for their 
i m p r e s s i v e 
participation and 
compliance during 
t h e  m o n t h l y 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sanitation exercise 
held across the 
council area last 
month.
The chairman, who 
led the exercise 
a l o n g s i d e 
members of the 
c o u n c i l 
m a n a g e m e n t 
team, government 
ofcials, traditional 
rulers, community 
stakeholders, and 
v o l u n t e e r s , 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
turnout as a strong 
demonstration of 
r e s i d e n t s ' 
commitment  to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
c leanl iness  and 
public health.
T h e  s a n i t a t i o n 
exercise attracted 
several dignitaries, 
including the Wife 
of the Lagos State 
Governor, Dr. (Mrs.) 
Claudiana Ibijoke 
Sanwo-Olu, and 
the Lagos State 
Commissioner for 
the Environment 
a n d  W a t e r 
R e s o u r c e s ,  M r . 
Tokunbo Wahab. 

Also present was 
H o n .  L u q m a n 
O r e l o p e , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
A l i m o s h o 
Constituency I in 
the Lagos State 
H o u s e  o f 
Assembly.
Other participants 
i n c l u d e d  t o p 
o fc ia l s  o f  the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
M in i s t r y  o f  the 
Environment and 
Water Resources, 
among them the 
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Ofce 
of Environmental 
Services, Dr. Gaji 
O m o b o l a j i 
Tajudeen, and the 
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Ofce 
o f  D r a i n a g e 
S e r v i c e s  a n d 
Water Resources, 
Engr. Mahamood 
O. Adegbite.
Traditional rulers 
from across the 
local government 
area also joined 
the exercise. They 
i n c l u d e d  t h e 
E l e g b e d a  o f 
Egbeda Kingdom, 
O b a  A h m e d 
O m o g o r i o l a 
Orelope Laka I; 
the Onishasha of 
Shasha Kingdom, 
O b a  N o s i r u 
B a b a t u n d e 
Ogunronbi; and 
t h e  A l a y e  o f 
Orisunbare, Oba 
Rau Adebowale.
T h e  c l e a n - u p 

Kehinde Adeleye 

campaign further 
witnessed active 
participation from 
members of the 
C o m m i t t e e  o f 
Wives  o f  Lagos 
S t a t e  O f  c i a l s 
(COWLSO) ,  the 
Medical Women's 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Nigeria (MWAN), 
s t u d e n t s  f r o m 
various secondary 
s c h o o l s , 
community-based 
organisations, and 

residents.
Speaking during 
the exercise, Hon. 
A k i n p e l u 
c o m m e n d e d 
r e s i d e n t s  f o r 
e m b r a c i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
responsibility and 
s u p p o r t i n g 
government efforts 
a i m e d  a t 
m a i n t a i n i n g  a 
cleaner, healthier, 
a n d  s a f e r 
Alimosho.
He stressed that 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sanitation should 
not be limited to 
monthly exercises, 
urging residents to 
make cleanliness a 
daily habit.
According to him, a 
clean environment 
remains essential 
f o r  p r e v e n t i n g 
disease outbreaks, 
improving public 
h e a l t h ,  a n d 
e n h a n c i n g  t h e 
overall quality of life 

of residents.
T h e  c h a i r m a n 
r e a f  r m e d  h i s 
adminis t rat ion's 
commitment to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y , 
p r o p e r  w a s t e 
m a n a g e m e n t , 
and continuous 
public awareness 
c a m p a i g n s  o n 
h y g i e n e  a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
protection.
T h e  s a n i t a t i o n 
exercise forms part 
of ongoing efforts 
by the Lagos State 
Government and 
Al imosho Local 
Government  to 
p r o m o t e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s , 
s t r e n g t h e n 
c o m m u n i t y 
participation, and 
ensure cleaner, 
h e a l t h i e r ,  a n d 
 o o d - f r e e 
neighbourhoods.
R e s i d e n t s  w h o 
participated in the 
exercise described 
it as impactful and 
praised the local 
government for 
providing effective 
l e a d e r s h i p  i n 
m o b i l i s i n g 
s t a k e h o l d e r s 
towards a cleaner 
a n d  m o r e 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
environment.
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Fake News Can Trigger 
Crisis and Fear, Akinpelu 
Cautions Residents

Fake news and 
false security 
alarms have 

become a growing 
threat to public 
safety and social 
h a r m o n y , 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
A l imosho Loca l 
Government, Hon. 
Akinpelu Ibrahim 
J o h n s o n ,  h a s 
warned.
Speaking during 
t h e  c o u n c i l ' s 
month ly  Peace 
a n d  S e c u r i t y 
Meeting, Akinpelu 
expressed concern 
over the increasing 
c i r c u l a t i o n  o f 
m i s l e a d i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
par t icu lar ly  o ld 
videos of violent 

i n c i d e n t s  f r o m 
other countries or 
p r e v i o u s  y e a r s 
being shared as 
current events.
According to him, 
such actions are 
c a p a b l e  o f 
c r e a t i n g 
unnecessary fear, 
panic and tension 
w i t h i n 
communities.
"It is becoming a 
disturbing trend 
for some people 
t o  r a i s e  f a l s e 
alarms by sharing 
u n v e r i  e d  a n d 
m i s l e a d i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
especially videos 
of incidents that 
occurred years 

Kehinde Adeleye 

ago or in other 
c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d 
presenting them as 
recent events. This 
act is irresponsible, 
dangerous  and 
c a p a b l e  o f 
c a u s i n g 
u n n e c e s s a r y 
panic," he said.
T h e  c h a i r m a n , 
however, thanked 
G o d ,  s e c u r i t y 
a g e n c i e s  a n d 
other stakeholders 
f o r  e n s u r i n g  a 
p e a c e f u l  a n d 
hitch-free Eid-ul-
Kabir celebration 
across the local 
government area.
H e  c a l l e d  o n 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

A s s o c i a t i o n s 
( C D A s ) ,  t h e 
C h r i s t i a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Nigeria (CAN), and 
t h e  L e a g u e  o f 
Imams to educate 
their members on 
the  danger s  o f 
s p r e a d i n g 
u n v e r i  e d 
informat ion.  He 
a l s o  u r g e d  t h e 
N a t i o n a l 
O r i e n t a t i o n 
Agency (NOA) to 
in tens i fy  publ ic 
a w a r e n e s s 
c a m p a i g n s 
a g a i n s t 
misinformation.
Ak inpelu  noted 
that fake news has 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o 
communal  and 
ethnic tensions in 
some parts of the 
country, stressing 
t h e  n e e d  f o r 
p r o a c t i v e 
m e a s u r e s  t o 
a d d r e s s  t h e 
menace.
He also renewed 
concerns over the 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f 
s c a v e n g e r s 
operating within 
c o m m u n i t i e s , 
alleging that some 
have been linked 
to criminal acts. 
T h e  c h a i r m a n 
urged res idents 
and community 
leaders to prevent 
scavengers from 
gaining access to 
t h e i r 
neighbourhoods, 
n o t i n g  t h a t 

l icensed Pr ivate 
Sector Participation 
(PSP) operators are 
already responsible 
f o r  w a s t e 
m a n a g e m e n t 
services.
Speaking at the 
meeting, the Legal 
Ofcer of Alimosho 
Local Government, 
Mr. Taiwo Olayinka, 
commended the 
council's efforts in 
tackl ing security 
c h a l l e n g e s .  H e 
d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 
"Operation Flush" 
h a d  b e e n 
established to rid 
the area of criminal 
e l e m e n t s  a n d 
p r o p o s e d  t h e 
creation of a 10-
man vigilante team 
to support existing 
security agencies.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
Divis ional Pol ice 
Ofcer of Afonka 
Police Station, CSP 
O . A .  O j a j u m i , 
s t r e s s e d  t h a t 
effective security 
depends largely on 
c o m m u n i t y 
participation and 
the timely sharing of 
useful information 
w i t h  l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
agencies.
Also contributing, 
the Onishasha of 
Shasha, Oba Nosiru 
B a b a t u n d e 
O g u n r o n b i , 
a d v o c a t e d 
s t r o n g e r 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
among landlords, 

C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Associations and 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e s  i n 
a d d r e s s i n g 
security concerns.
T h e  m o n a r c h 
stated that some 
cart pushers and 
scavengers had 
been implicated in 
criminal activities, 
including theft , 
a n d  c a l l e d  f o r 
collective action 
t o  t a c k l e  t h e 
problem.
T h e  m e e t i n g 
further addressed 
c o m p l a i n t s 
a g a i n s t  e s t a t e 
agents accused of 
i m p o s i n g 
e x c e s s i v e  a n d 
arbitrary charges 
on residents. The 
council disclosed 
that it is working 
w i th  the  Lagos 
State Real Estate 
R e g u l a t o r y 
A u t h o r i t y 
( L A S R E R A )  t o 
e n s u r e  p r o p e r 
registration and 
r e g u l a t i o n  o f 
e s t a t e  a g e n t s 
operating within 
the area.
S t a k e h o l d e r s 
agreed that any 
e s t a t e  a g e n t 
found v io lat ing 
existing regulations 
w o u l d  b e 
p r o s e c u t e d  i n 
accordance with 
the law.
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LGSC, NULGE, CAN Join 
Ojodu LCDA to Honour 
Dr. Olubunmi Akitoye
The Chairman 

of Ojodu Local 
C o u n c i l 

D e v e l o p m e n t 
Area (LCDA), Hon. 
David Olusegun 
O d u n m b a k u , 
a l o n g s i d e 
members of the 
Executive Council, 
Legislative Arm, 
management and 
s t a f f ,  o n 
Wednesday held a 
commendat ion 
service in honour 
of the late Head of 
Administration, Dr. 
(Mrs.) Olubunmi 
A k i t o y e ,  w h o 
passed away on 
April 29, 2026.
T h e  s o l e m n 
ceremony, held at 
t h e  C o u n c i l 
S e c r e t a r i a t , 
a t t r a c t e d 
dignitar ies f rom 
t h e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
S e r v i c e 
C o m m i s s i o n 
( L G S C ) , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
bodies, religious 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
ins t i tut ions  and 
other stakeholders 
who gathered to 
celebrate the life, 
s e r v i c e  a n d 
enduring legacy of 
the distinguished 
administrator.
T h e  s e r v i c e 
commenced with 
an opening prayer 
l e d  b y  P a s t o r 
Johnson, Pastor-in-
C h a r g e  o f  t h e 

O j o d u  L C D A 
C h r i s t i a n 
Association.
A m o n g  t h e 
dignitaries present 
w e r e 
representatives of 
t h e  L G S C , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
P e r m a n e n t 
S e c r e t a r y 
represented by 
M r s .  T o y i n 
O g u n l a n a , 
D i r e c t o r  o f 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
a n d  H u m a n 
Resou rces ,  Mr . 
M.A. Jimoh, Mrs. 
Omobola Ayayi, 
M r .  C o k e r 
A y o d e l e ,  M r s . 
F a y e m i 
Oluwatoyin and 
Mrs. Thomas Bolaji.
Representatives of 
t h e  B o d y  o f 
C o u n c i l 
Managers, led by 
M r s .  M o j i s o l a 
Ogabi  and Mr. 
O l u s e g u n 
Akinyemi, as well 
as members of the 
Body of Council 
E n g i n e e r s , 
C h r i s t i a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
N iger ia  (CAN) , 
Nigerian Union of 
Teachers  (NUT) 
a n d  o t h e r 
organisations, also 
a t t e n d e d  t h e 
event.
In his tribute, Hon. 
O d u n m b a k u 
d e s c r i b e d  D r . 
Akitoye's passing 
as a monumental 
l o s s  t o  O j o d u 

Kehinde Adeleye 

L C D A  a n d  t h e 
local government 
service in Lagos 
State.
H e  p r a i s e d  h e r 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
profess ional i sm, 
dedication to duty, 
p a s s i o n  f o r 
c o n t i n u o u s 
l e a r n i n g , 
commitment  to 
h u m a n i t y  a n d 
exemplary work 
ethic.
T h e  c o u n c i l 
chairman noted 
that while l ife is 
sustained by God's 
g r a c e ,  i t s  t r u e 
worth is measured 
by  the  pos i t i ve 
i m p a c t  a n 
individual makes 
o n  o t h e r s  a n d 
society.
Vice Chairman of 
the council, Alhaja 
Fumilayo Layeni, 
described the late 
administrator as 
compass ionate, 
suppor t i ve  and 
always willing to 
h e l p  o t h e r s 
o v e r c o m e 
challenges.
S p e a k i n g  o n 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e 
Legislative Council, 
H o n .  A p a t i r a 
O p e y e m i 
d e s c r i b e d  D r . 
A k i t o y e  a s  a 
m o t h e r   g u r e 
whose  w i sdom, 
g u i d a n c e  a n d 
m e n t o r s h i p 
p o s i t i v e l y 
i n  u e n c e d 
members of the 

council.
The Secretary to 
t h e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
( S L G ) ,  H o n . 
O l a w a l e 
Abdulsalam, also 
remembered her 
as a dependable 
and support ive 
o f  c e r  w h o 
c o n t r i b u t e d 
immensely to the 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e 
administration.
N U L G E  B r a n c h 
C h a i r m a n , 
Comrade Bolaj i 
Jaiyeola Kareem, 
h igh l ighted her 
profess ional ism, 
resourcefu lness 
and commitment 
to staff welfare 
and development, 
describing her as a 
leader who was 
passionate about 
e m p o w e r i n g 
others.
Management staff 
m e m b e r s  p a i d 
glowing tributes to 
t h e  d e c e a s e d , 
describing her as 
h a r d w o r k i n g , 
under s tand ing , 
highly resourceful 
and dedicated to 
service throughout 
her career.
The Chairman of 
t h e  B o d y  o f 
Council Engineers 
recalled her years 
o f  d e d i c a t e d 
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n , 
part icu lar ly  her 
role as secretary, 
describing her as a 

peace-loving and 
c o m m i t t e d 
professional.
S p e a k i n g  o n 
behalf of the Body 
o f  C o u n c i l 
Managers ,  Mr s . 
Mo j i so la  Ogab i 
described the late 
administrator as 
hardworking, kind-
h e a r t e d  a n d 
supportive, adding 
that her death has 
created a vacuum 
t h a t  w o u l d  b e 
difcult to ll.
Representing the 
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary of the 
L G S C ,  M r s . 
O m o b o l a j i 
reected on the 
eeting nature of 
life and noted that 
t h e  n u m e r o u s 
testimonies shared 
during the service 
were evidence of 
a life devoted to 
e x c e l l e n c e , 
s e r v i c e  a n d 
humanity.
On behalf of the 
family, Mr. Yinka 
Oyemile expressed 
appreciat ion to 
Hon. Odunmbaku, 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e 
C o u n c i l , 
m a n a g e m e n t , 
staff and the entire 
Ojodu LCDA family 
for their support, 
p r a y e r s  a n d 
solidarity during the 
p e r i o d  o f 
mourning.
Representatives of 
the Nigerian Union 
of Teachers (NUT), 

Ojodu Branch, also 
d e s c r i b e d  D r . 
Akitoye as diligent, 
hardworking and 
k i n d - h e a r t e d , 
while extending 
condolences to 
h e r  f a m i l y  a n d 
colleagues.
D e l i v e r i n g  t h e 
exhortation, the 
Chairman of CAN, 
O j o d u  B r a n c h , 
R e v .  A d e j o b i , 
r e m i n d e d 
attendees of the 
certainty of death 
and urged them to 
l i v e  p u r p o s e f u l 
lives, stressing that 
a person's legacy is 
ultimately dened 
by the impact of 
their actions.
T h e  e v e n t 
concluded with a 
vote of thanks by 
t h e  H e a d  o f 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
E d u c a t i o n ,  M r . 
Akeem Adekoya, 
who appreciated 
all guests and well-
w i s h e r s  f o r 
h o n o u r i n g  t h e 
memory of the late 
administrator.
T h e 
commendat ion 
service served as a 
tting tribute to Dr. 
Olubunmi Akitoye, 
whose legacy of 
e x c e l l e n c e , 
i n t e g r i t y , 
dedication and 
seless service will 
continue to inspire 
generations within 
a n d  b e y o n d 
Ojodu LCDA.
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b e t w e e n 
o p e r a t o r s  a n d 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
agencies.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
o f  c i a l s ,  t h e 
d i a l o g u e  w a s 
a i m e d  a t 
a d d r e s s i n g 
emerging security 
concerns linked to 
the rapid growth 
and commercial 
expansion of Ibeju-
Lekki, which has 
become one of 
Lagos State's most 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 8th June  - Sunday 14th June 2026EPE NEWS

Authorities in 
Ibeju-Lekki 
have held 

a  c r u c i a l 
engagement with 
transport operators 
in the area as part 
of renewed efforts 
t o  e n h a n c e 
security, improve 
compliance, and 
ensure smoother 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
activities across the 
fast -developing 
Lagos community.
T h e  m e e t i n g 

Security: Ibeju-Lekki 
Engages Transport 
Operators on Safety 

brought together 
key stakeholders in 
t h e  t r a n s p o r t 
sector, including 
u n i o n  l e a d e r s , 
drivers, and local 
s e c u r i t y 
representatives, 
where discussions 
f o c u s e d  o n 
maintaining law 
a n d  o r d e r , 
reducing trafc-
related issues, and 
i m p r o v i n g 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

a c t i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
corridors, housing 
m a j o r 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
p r o j e c t s  a n d 
increasing daily 
commuter trafc.
T r a n s p o r t 
operators  were 
a l s o  u r g e d  t o 
adhere strictly to 
regulations, avoid 
p r a c t i c e s  t h a t 
c o u l d  d i s r u p t 
public peace, and 
work closely with 

relevant authorities 
t o  e n s u r e  t h e 
s a f e t y  o f 
passengers and 
residents within the 
axis.
Stakeholders at the 
m e e t i n g 
w e l c o m e d  t h e 
i n i t i a t i v e , 
describing it as a 
timely step toward 
p r e v e n t i n g 
conict, improving 
coordination, and 
building a more 
o r g a n i z e d 

transport system in 
the area.
The engagement is 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
c o n t i n u e 
periodically as part 
of ongoing efforts 
to sustain peace, 
enhance mobility, 
and support the 
economic growth 
o f  I b e j u - L e k k i , 
which continues to 
experience rapid 
u r b a n  a n d 
i n d u s t r i a l 
development.

AtumeTerfa
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Epe Gears Up for Colourful 
Kayokayo Festival 2026 
Celebration
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Th e  a n c i e n t 
town of Epe is 
a l r e a d y 

b u z z i n g  w i t h 
a n t i c i p a t i o n  a s 
p r e p a r a t i o n s 
intens i fy for  the 
2026 edition of the 
historic Kayokayo 
Festival, one of the 
community's most 
v ib rant  cu l tu ra l 
celebrations that 
b r ings  together 
t r a d i t i o n , 
sp i r i tua l i ty ,  and 
t o u r i s m  i n  a 

colourful display.
Local organisers, 
traditional leaders, 
and youth groups 
h a v e  b e g u n 
c o o r d i n a t i n g 
activities ahead of 
the annual festival, 
which is expected 
t o  a t t r a c t 
ind igenes  f rom 
across Nigeria and 
members of the 
d i a s p o r a .  T h e 
event, rooted in 
Epe's rich shing 

a n d  h a r v e s t 
h e r i t a g e ,  i s 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
m a r k e d  w i t h 
t h a n k s g i v i n g , 
cultural displays, 
boat regattas, and 
s t r e e t 
performances.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
p l a n n i n g 
committees, this 
year 's  edit ion i s 
being designed to 
be more engaging, 
w i t h  e n h a n c e d 
cultural showcases, 

improved logistics, 
and expanded 
participation from 
cultural troupes 
a n d 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
g r o u p s . 
Stakeholders say 
t h e  g o a l  i s  t o 
p r o m o t e  u n i t y 
w h i l e  a l s o 
positioning Epe as 
a leading cultural 
tourism destination 
in Lagos State.
R e s i d e n t s  a n d 
business owners 

are also expressing 
optimism, noting 
that the festival 
typical ly boosts 
local commerce, 
hospital i ty,  and 
tourism activities. 
H o t e l s ,  f o o d 
v e n d o r s ,  a n d 
t r a n s p o r t 
o p e r a t o r s  a r e 
already preparing 
f o r  i n c r e a s e d 
p a t r o n a g e  a s 
v i s i t o r s  a r e 

expected to ood 
the town during 
the celebration 
period.
With excitement 
building steadily, 
Epe is once again 
set to transform 
i n t o  a  h u b  o f 
t r a d i t i o n  a n d 
fes t i v i ty  as  the 
Kayokayo Festival 
2026 promises a 
blend of heritage, 
c o l o u r ,  a n d 
community pride.

AtumeTerfa
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Onibeju Mobilises Communities
Against Security Threats 

The Onibeju of 
Onibeju has 
c a l l e d  o n 

residents across 
communities in the 
region to take a 
rm stand against 
i n s e c u r i t y  b y 
refusing to harbour 
or protect criminal 
e lements  with in 
t h e i r 
neighbourhoods.
Speaking during a 
c o m m u n i t y 

s e c u r i t y 
engagement, the 
traditional ruler 
s t r e s s e d  t h a t 
lasting peace can 
only be achieved 
when res idents 
a c t i v e l y 
cooperate with 
security agencies 
a n d  p r o v i d e 
timely information 
o n  s u s p i c i o u s 
activities.
He warned that 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g 

the growing trend 
o f  s h i e l d i n g 
offenders poses a 
serious threat to 
s a f e t y  a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
urging youths and 
community leaders 
to remain vigilant 
and proactive in 
safeguarding their 
environment.
T h e  m o n a r c h 
emphasised that 
t h e  r a p i d 

development of 
the Ibeju-Lekki axis, 
driven by ongoing 
i n d u s t r i a l  a n d 
r e s i d e n t i a l 
expansion, must 
n o t  b e 
undermined by 
i n s e c u r i t y  o r 
criminal inltration.
H e  f u r t h e r 
encouraged the 
strengthening of 
l o c a l  v i g i l a n t e 
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d 

i m p r o v e d 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
between residents, 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
inst i tut ions,  and 
f o r m a l  s e c u r i t y 
agencies to ensure 
swift response to 
emerging threats.
C o m m u n i t y 
members at the 
meeting reportedly 
expressed support 
for the initiative, 
describing it as a 

timely intervention 
a i m e d  a t 
preserving peace 
and protect ing 
investments in the 
fast-growing area.
The engagement 
f o r m s  p a r t  o f 
broader ef forts 
across Lagos State 
t o  e n h a n c e 
grassroots security 
architecture and 
p r o m o t e 
community-driven 
safety initiatives.
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Akinloye Boosts Security 
Architecture Across Eredo
LCDA
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T h e 
administratio
n  o f  t h e 

E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman of Eredo 
L C D A  h a s 
intensied efforts 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n 
s e c u r i t y 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
across the council 
area, as part of 
broader measures 
to safeguard lives, 
p r o p e r t y ,  a n d 
o n g o i n g 

d e v e l o p m e n t 
projects.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
local government 
s o u r c e s ,  t h e 
init iative under 
the leadership of 
C h a i r m a n 
Akinloye focuses 
o n  i m p r o v i n g 
c o o r d i n a t i o n 
between security 
a g e n c i e s , 
c o m m u n i t y 
vigilante groups, 
and tradit ional 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o 
c reate  a  more 
respons ive and 
proactive security 
network.
Key components 
of  the s t rategy 
reportedly include 
the deployment of 
e n h a n c e d 
s u r v e i l l a n c e 
support, improved 
communicat ion 
channels for rapid 
response, and the 
reinforcement of 
community-based 
security structures 
across vulnerable 

areas within the 
LCDA.
Ofcials say the 
g r o w i n g 
population and 
e x p a n d i n g 
infrastructure in 
Eredo have made 
i t  necessary to 
a d o p t  a  m o r e 
s t r u c t u r e d 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
s e c u r i t y 
m a n a g e m e n t , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n 
e m e r g i n g 
res ident ial  and 
c o m m e r c i a l 
clusters.

The administration 
h a s  a l s o 
e m p h a s i s e d 
c o m m u n i t y 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
urging residents to 
remain  v ig i lant 
a n d  p r o m p t l y 
report suspicious 
a c t i v i t i e s  t o 
relevant authorities 
t o  s u p p o r t 
p r e v e n t i v e 
policing efforts.
Stakeholders within 
the council area 
have welcomed 
t h e  m o v e , 
describing it as a 

timely intervention 
that aligns with the 
need to protect 
investments and 
ensure sustainable 
development in 
t h e  r a p i d l y 
growing axis.
T h e  s e c u r i t y 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
drive is expected 
to continue with 
p e r i o d i c 
as ses sment s  to 
e n s u r e 
effectiveness and 
adaptabi l i ty  to 
e m e r g i n g 
challenges within 
the LCDA.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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w h e r e  p o w e r 
supp ly  remains 
u n s t a b l e  o r 
insufcient.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
discussions at the 
m e e t i n g , 
e m p h a s i s  w a s 
placed on solar 
e n e r g y 
deployment, mini-
grid systems, and 
hybrid solut ions 
c a p a b l e  o f 
supporting both 
res ident ia l  and 
commercial needs 
in l ine with the 
area's rapid urban 
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T h e 
administratio
n  o f  t h e 

E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman of Ibeju-
L e k k i  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
under Olowa has 
stepped up efforts 
t o  e x p l o r e 
sustainable energy 
s o l u t i o n s  b y 
e n g a g i n g 
renewable energy 
experts to chart 
p a t h w a y s  f o r 
i m p r o v e d 
electricity access 
a n d  c l e a n e r 

a n d  i n d u s t r i a l 
expansion.
Experts reportedly 
h igh l ighted the 
long-term benets 
o f  r e n e w a b l e 
energy adoption, 
including reduced 
reliance on fossil 
f u e l s ,  l o w e r 
operational costs 
f o r  s m a l l 
bus inesses,  and 
improved energy 
reliability for public 
ins t i tu t ions  and 
growing estates 
within the axis.
The administration 
noted  that  the 

initiative aligns with 
b r o a d e r 
sustainability goals 
and the increasing 
d e m a n d  f o r 
r e s i l i e n t 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
especially as Ibeju-
Lekki continues to 
a t t r a c t  m a j o r 
investments in real 
estate, logistics, 
a n d  i n d u s t r i a l 
development.
Stakeholders at 
the session also 
s t r e s s e d  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
p u b l i c - p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n 
scaling renewable 
energy projects, 
while encouraging 
c o m m u n i t y 
a w a r e n e s s  a n d 
local participation 
in energy transition 
programmes.
The engagement is 
expected to pave 
the way for pilot 
p r o j e c t s  a n d 
feasibility studies 
a i m e d  a t 
accelerating clean 
energy integration 
across the council 
area in the coming 
months.

energy adoption 
across the council 
area.
The engagement 
brought together 
energy specialists, 
p o l i c y 
stakeholders, and 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
partners to discuss 
p r a c t i c a l 
s t r a t e g i e s  f o r 
e x p a n d i n g 
r e n e w a b l e 
e n e r g y 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 
u n d e r s e r v e d 
c o m m u n i t i e s 

Olowa Explores Renewable 
Energy Options With Experts

AtumeTerfa
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assignment with 
sincerity, fairness 
a n d  r e s p e c t , 
emphasizing that 
the overall interest 
of the party should 
take precedence 
over  ind iv idua l 
ambitions.
Respond ing on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e 
c o m m i t t e e , 
Chairman of the 
panel, Comrade 
Dele Ogunshakin, 
thanked the party 
leadership for the 
c o n  d e n c e 
reposed in  the 
m e m b e r s  a n d 
a s s u r e d 
stakeholders that 
the  commi t tee 
w o u l d  w o r k 
d i l i g e n t l y  t o 
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promote harmony 
and reconciliation 
across the party 
structure.
Also speaking at 
the event, the APC 
H o u s e  o f 
Representat ives 
candidate, Hon. 
T a i w o  A y e d u n , 
a n d  t h e  L a g o s 
S t a t e  H o u s e  o f 
A s s e m b l y 
candidate, Hon. 
Mayowa Alakija, 
disclosed that they 
recently met with 
P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 
A h m e d  T i n u b u , 
who urged them to 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r 
constituencies and 
p r i o r i t i z e 
reconciliation with 
fe l low aspi rants 

a n d  p a r t y 
members.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
t h e m ,  t h e 
President stressed 
the importance of 
u n i t y  a n d 
collective effort as 
the party prepares 
for future electoral 
contests.
The 20-member 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
c o m m i t t e e  i s 
chaired by Chief 
B a m i d e l e 
Ogunsakin, with 
H o n .  ( M r s . ) 
Modupe Badmus-
Aregbe serving as 
V ice  Cha i rman 
a n d  M r .  A m o s 
B a k a r e  a s 
Secretary.
Other members 

i n c l u d e  p a r t y 
l e a d e r s , 
stakeholders and 
n o t a b l e   g u r e s 
drawn from across 
O s h o d i - I s o l o  t o 
e n s u r e  b r o a d 
representation and 
e f f e c t i v e 
engagement with 
a g g r i e v e d 
members.
The committee is 
expected to begin 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
immediately with 
aspi rants ,  party 
e l d e r s  a n d 
s takeholders  as 
part of efforts to 
strengthen internal 
c o h e s i o n  a n d 
position the APC for 
v i c t o r y  i n 
u p c o m i n g 
elections.

Post -Pr imary Tens ions : 
Oshodi-Isolo APC Sets Up 
Reconciliation Committee
T h e  A l l 

P rogress ives 
C o n g r e s s 

(APC) in Oshodi-
I s o l o  h a s 
i n a u g u r a t e d  a 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
committee aimed 
a t  m e n d i n g 
div is ions ar is ing 
from the recently 
concluded party 
p r i m a r i e s  a n d 
f o s t e r i n g  u n i t y 
a h e a d  o f  t h e 
f o r t h c o m i n g 
general elections.
Speaking during 
the inauguration, 
the APC Chairman 
in Oshodi- I so lo, 
H o n .  S a h e e d 
A n i m a s h a u n , 
a c k n o w l e d g e d 
that the outcome 
of the primaries 
had generated 
varying degrees of 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
among some party 
m e m b e r s  a n d 
aspirants.
He stressed the 
n e e d  f o r 
reconciliation and 
unity, noting that 
the party's success 
in future elections 
w o u l d  d e p e n d 
largely on its ability 
to close ranks and 
work collectively 
toward a common 
goal.
" T h e  p r i m a r i e s 
have come and 
gone, but the task 
before us now is to 
u n i t e  a l l 
stakeholders and 
ensure that every 
member remains 
committed to the 

g r o w t h  a n d 
success  of  our 
g r e a t  p a r t y , " 
Animashaun said.
In his remarks, the 
E x e c u t i v e 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
Oshodi-Isolo Local 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
H o n .  K e h i n d e 
A l m a r o o f 
O l o y e d e , 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
inauguration of 
the committee as 
a  c r u c i a l  s t e p 
t o w a r d 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
cohesion within 
the party.
He congratulated 
all aspirants who 
part icipated in 
t h e  p r i m a r i e s , 
descr ib ing the 
c o n t e s t  a s 
competitive and 
reective of the 
v i b r a n c y  o f 
i n t e r n a l 
democracy within 
the APC.
"Every aspi rant 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
c o u r a g e , 
commitment and 
unwavering belief 
in the ideals of our 
party. While only 
one candidate 
could emerge, 
there was never a 
loser in the service 
of our party and 
o u r  p e o p l e , " 
Oloyede stated.
T h e  c o u n c i l 
chairman urged 
members of the 
c o m m i t t e e  t o 
car ry  out  the i r 
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and the overall quality 
of life for residents and 
b u s i n e s s 
owners.Speaking on 
the project, Chairman 
Aruwe reafrmed his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
r e s p o n s i v e  a n d 
p e o p l e - f o c u s e d 
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Re s i d e n t s  o f 
F a g b e n r o 
St reet in Id i -

Araba, Mushin Local 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  a r e 
c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e 
successful restoration 
of street lights by the 
administration of Mr 
T u n b o s u n  A r u w e , 
Chairman of Mushin 

governance.“Good 
governance is about 
respond ing to  the 
needs of the people 
and improving their 
daily living conditions. 
The restoration of the 
s t r e e t  l i g h t s  a t 
Fagbenro Street, Idi-
Araba is part of our 

continuous efforts to 
make Mushin safer, 
brighter, and more 
c o n d u c i v e  f o r 
r e s i d e n t s  a n d 
businesses. We remain 
c o m m i t t e d  t o 
del iver ing people-
oriented projects that 
will positively impact 
o u r 
communities.”Aruwe 
assured residents that 

his administration will 
sustain its focus on 
infrastructural renewal, 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
su s ta inab i l i t y ,  and 
public safety across all 
wards in Mushin Local 
Government.Residents 
h a v e  w a r m l y 
w e l c o m e d  t h e 
i n t e r v e n t i o n , 
describing it as timely 
a n d  i m p a c t f u l . M r . 
Sulaimon Adeyemi, a 
r e s i d e n t ,  s a i d  t h e 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f 
s t r e e t l i g h t s  h a v e 
removed fear,  and 
d i scomfor t  among 
residents. “For a long 
time, this street used to 
be very dark at night, 
c a u s i n g  f e a r  a n d 
d i s c o m f o r t  f o r 
r e s i d e n t s .  W e  a r e 
grateful to Aruwe for 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  o u r 
complaints and taking 
s w i f t  a c t i o n .  T h i s 
d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s 
g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d 
s e c u r i t y  i n  o u r 
area.”Mrs. Rashidat 
Bello, another resident, 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f 
streetlights will change 
the atmosphere of the 
area positively.“The 
s t r e e t  l i g h t s  h a v e 
c h a n g e d  t h e 
atmosphere of  th is 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
completely. People 
can now move freely 
a t  n i g h t ,  a n d 
b u s i n e s s e s  c a n 
operate longer hours. 
Aruwe has shown that 
he truly cares about the 
people.”Th i s  s t reet 
lighting project is part 
o f  M u s h i n  L o c a l 
Government’s broader 
in f ras t ructura l  and 
c o m m u n i t y 
development agenda 
aimed at enhancing 
sa fety ,  s t imu lat ing 
economic activities, 
a n d  r a i s i n g  t h e 
standard of living for all 
residents.

LG.The newly installed 
and repaired street 
l i g h t s  h a v e 
t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e 
once-dark street into 
a wel l - i l luminated 
e n v i r o n m e n t , 
s i g n i  c a n t l y 
improving security, 
night-time mobility, 

Residents Laud Aruwe 
over Instal lat ion Of 
Streetlights By Saheed Afolabi 
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i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f 
s ix teen roads with 
functional drainage 
s y s t e m s ,  t h e 
upgrading of primary 
health centres, and 
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The Chairman of 
O d i -
Olowo/Ojuwoye 

L C D A ,  D r .  S e y i 
Jakande (JAKO), has 
been conferred with 
the  ROOTSWATCH 
Distinguished Local 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Chairmen Merit Award 
on Infrastructure for his 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o 
g r a s s r o o t s 
deve lopment  and 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
leadership.The award 
was presented on at 
the Nat ional  Mer i t 
House in Maitama, 
Abuja, in a ceremony 
a t t e n d e d  b y  t o p 
p o l i c y m a k e r s , 
community leaders, 
and dignitaries.In his 
acceptance speech, 
D r .  J a k a n d e 
dedicated the honour 
to the people of Odi-
O l o w o / O j u w o y e 
LCDA, describing it as 
“a testament to what 
can be accomplished 
when leadership and 
c o m m u n i t y  w o r k 
together.” He further 
dedicated the award 
to his dedicated team 
and the legacy of his 

the completion of the 
new Kayode Primary 
H e a l t h  C e n t r e  i n 
Onipanu, which is set 
for commissioning. The 
L C D A  h a s  a l s o 
provided boreholes, 

i n s t a l l e d  s o l a r -
powered streetlights, 
a n d  e n h a n c e d 
sanitation faci l i t ies 
across the area to 
improve public health 
and safety.Under his 

HEEWA Agenda, which 
focuses on Health and 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y , 
E d u c a t i o n  a n d 
Empowerment, Works 
a n d  S e c u r i t y ,  a n d 
Agriculture, Tourism, 
a n d  C u l t u r e  t h e 
council has sponsored 
free GCE registration 
f o r  2 5 0  i n d i g e n t 
students, trained 1,000 
y o u t h s  i n  I C T 
b o o t c a m p s ,  a n d 
introduced the JAKO 
Jollof School Feeding 
Program to increase 
school enrolment and 
r e t e n t i o n .  O t h e r 
initiatives include free 
school bus services, 
medical outreaches 
beneting over 1,000 
residents, sanitation 
campaigns, and sports 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
programmes.“Leaders
hip is about service, not 
titles, about delivering 
on promises, not just 
m a k i n g 
them."Organisers of the 
a w a r d  p r a i s e d 
J a k a n d e ’ s  h o l i s t i c 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
governance, noting 
that his projects have 
s i g n i  c a n t l y 
t r a n s f o r m e d 
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n t o 
c leaner ,  heal th ier , 
s a f e r ,  a n d  m o r e 
p r o s p e r o u s 
environments.

late father,  Alhaj i 
Lateef Jakande.Just 
ten months into ofce, 
J a k a n d e ’ s 
administration has 
recorded remarkable 
a c h i e v e m e n t s , 

Jakande Dedicates 
Infrastructure Award To 
People Of Odi-Olowo/
Ojuwoye LCDA By Saheed Afolabi 
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industry, the artist is 
the  las t  to  get 
paid.  He i s  the 
broke one but he is 
the most famous. If 
you want to be 
broke and famous, 
be the artist.
“But if you want to 
make real money 
go to other sectors 
of music business, 
like the producer, 
s o n g w r i t e r , 
manager, agent 
a n d  a t t o r n e y . 
There are so many 
a r e a s  i n  t h e 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
eld that you can 
really maximise,” 
he said.
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Senega lese-
A m e r i c a n 
s inger Akon 

h a s  s a i d  t h a t 
musicians are not 
a s  w e a l t h y  a s 
m a n y  p e o p l e 
assume, despite 
thei r  fame and 
ashy lifestyles.
He  s ta ted  that 
contrary to the 
glamorous image 
often displayed by 
art ists on social 
m e d i a  a n d  i n 
m u s i c  v i d e o s , 

Akon Claims Most Artists 
Struggle Financially Despite 
Fame

many of them are 
n o t   n a n c i a l l y 
stable.
Speaking in an 
interview with Hip 
Hop Eye,  Akon 
expla ined that 
while the music 
i n d u s t r y  i s 
protable, artists 
are often the least 
c o m p e n s a t e d 
c o m p a r e d  t o 
o t h e r  p l a y e r s 
b e h i n d  t h e 
scenes.
“ I n  t h e  m u s i c 

BBO, Tolamise Exchange Vows in 
Star-Studded Church Wedding

G o s p e l 
m u s i c 
m i n i s t e r , 

Bakare Boluwatife 
O l u w a t o b i , 
popularly known 
as BBO, has tied 
the knot with fellow 
g o s p e l  s i n g e r , 
To lami se  Ta iwo 
P r i s c i l l a ,  i n  a 
c e r e m o n y 
a t t e n d e d  b y 
family members, 
friends and close 
associates.
T h e  c o u p l e 
e x c h a n g e d 
m a r i t a l  v o w s 
during a church 
wedding held on 
Saturday, May 30.
Earlier in the day, 

BBO, known for his 
p o p u l a r  t r a c k 
“Amin”, sparked 
e x c i t e m e n t  o n 
social media after 
publicly unveiling 
To lami se  as  h i s 
ancée, ending 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g 
speculation about 
h i s  re la t ionsh ip 
status.
The gospel artiste, 
who has largely 
kept his private life 
away from public 
attention, made 
t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
the rst t ime he 
openly introduced 
his partner to fans 
on social media.

Sharing a photo of 
the couple dressed 
in matching outts, 
h e  d e s c r i b e d 
T o l a m i s e  a s  a 
special gift from 
God.
“Chosen, Blessed 
and Forever. My 
very special gift 
f r o m  G o d , ”  h e 
wrote.
Ofcial wedding 
photos released by 
the couple have 
s ince att racted 
w i d e s p r e a d 
c o n g r a t u l a t o r y 
m e s s a g e s  f r o m 
colleagues, fans 
and well-wishers.
Videos from both 
the traditional and 

Kehinde Adeleye 
c h u r c h 
ceremonies have 
a l so  gone v i ra l 
a c r o s s  s o c i a l 
media platforms, 
i n c l u d i n g 
I n s t a g r a m  a n d 
TikTok, generating 
joyful reactions.
I n  o n e  o f  t h e 
i m a g e s ,  t h e 
couple was seen 
dressed in colourful 
traditional attire at 
a  d e c o r a t e d 
venue surrounded 
by guests, while 
videos captured 
t h e m  d a n c i n g 
happily as friends 
a n d  f a m i l y 
cheered them on.
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schools.
The incident has 
c o n t i n u e d  t o 
t r igger  protests 
and reactions from 
l a b o u r  u n i o n s , 
p a r e n t s ,  a n d 
c o n c e r n e d 
N ige r ians ,  who 
have demanded 
st ronger act ion 
from authorities to 
secure the release 
of the victims and 
improve safety in 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
institutions.
In response to the 
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P o p u l a r 
N i g e r i a n 
g o s p e l 

musician, Y inka 
A l a s e y o r i ,  h a s 
i ssued a publ ic 
a p o l o g y  t o 
Nigerians over her 
r e m a r k s 
concerning the 
a b d u c t i o n  o f 
school children in 
Oyo State.
B a n d i t s  h a d 
i n v a d e d 
Community High 
Schoo l ,  Aho ro -
Esinele, in Oriire 

Yinka Alaseyor i Tenders 
Public Apology Over Kidnap 
Comments situation, Alaseyori 

h a d  e a r l i e r 
appeared in  a 
video calling for 
prayers  for  the 
k i d n a p p e d 
children, grieving 
f a m i l i e s , 
g o v e r n m e n t 
o f  c i a l s ,  a n d 
security agencies, 
w h i l e  a l s o 
expressing support 
for President Bola 
T i n u b u ' s 
administration in 
handling the crisis.
H o w e v e r ,  h e r 
c o m m e n t s 
s p a r k e d 
w i d e s p r e a d 

criticism on social 
media, with many 
users and public 
gures accusing 
h e r  o f  b e i n g 
in sens i t i ve  and 
downplaying the 
urgency of  the 
situation, insisting 
that prayers alone 
were not enough 
without concrete 
g o v e r n m e n t 
intervention.
F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
b a c k l a s h ,  t h e 
g o s p e l  s i n g e r 
released another 
v i d e o  o n 
W e d n e s d a y , 
w h e r e  s h e 
t e n d e r e d  a n 
e m o t i o n a l 
a p o l o g y  t o 

Nigerians, saying 
her earlier message 
was misunderstood 
and that she never 
intended to dismiss 
t h e  p a i n  o f 
affected families.
She explained that 
t h e  w i d e l y 
circulated clip was 
taken from a longer 
video and did not 
r e  e c t  t h e  f u l l 
c o n t e x t  o f  h e r 
message.
“ G o o d  d a y 
everyone, I did a 
video of about one 
and a half hours 
t w o  d a y s  a g o , 
p ray ing  fo r  the 
k i d n a p p e d 
children, grieving 
f a m i l i e s , 
g o v e r n m e n t 
parastatals ,  the 
military, Nigeria as 
a  count ry ,  and 
everybody in pain. 
But when I woke up 
y e s t e r d a y ,  I 
discovered that 
s o m e  w e l l -
meaning Nigerians 
f e l t  o f f e n d e d 
because I made 
them feel unseen 
o r  t h e i r  v o i c e s 
unheard.
“You know me too 
well that I will never 
m a k e  a n y b o d y 
fee l  l i ke  that .  I 
discovered that 
the trending video 
was cut out of the 
full video I made. 
Mothers,  please 
don't be angry with 
me. I beg you in the 
n a m e  o f  J e s u s 
C h r i s t ,  y o u  w i l l 
never bury your 
children. I beg you 
in  God' s  name, 
please forgive me if 
I ever spoke as if I 
was insensit ive,” 
she said.

L o c a l 
Government Area 
on May 15, 2026, 
abducting seven 
t e a c h e r s  a n d 
several students. 
The attackers also 
reportedly killed 
o n e  o f  t h e 
t e a c h e r s  i n  a 
disturbing video 
that circulated 
online, sparking 
n a t i o n w i d e 
o u t r a g e  a n d 
r e n e w e d 
concerns  ove r 
i n s e c u r i t y  i n 

Kehinde Adeleye 

P.34



Shaggy and many 
more.
T h e  2 0 2 6  F I F A 
W o r l d  C u p 
soundtrack album 
will be released via 
FIFA Sound and 
Universal Music on 
June 5 and will be 
available across 
major streaming 
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F o u r  o f 
N i g e r i a ' s 
b i g g e s t 

m u s i c  s t a r s  — 
Davido, Burna Boy, 
Rema and Ayra 
Starr — have been 
unveiled as part of 
t h e  o f  c i a l 
soundtrack album 
for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup.
The artistes were 
included in a star-
s tudded l ineup 
a n n o u n c e d  b y 
FIFA Sound ahead 
of the tournament, 
which will be jointly 
h o s t e d  b y  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s , 
M e x i c o  a n d 
Canada.
FIFA conrmed the 
lineup in a post 
s h a r e d  o n  X , 
revealing that the 
ofcial album is 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r 
release on June 5.
“The squad for the 
O f  c i a l 
#F IFAWor ldCup 
2026™ Album is 
here! Pre-save for 
the album release 
on June 5. Stay 
tuned for more to 
c o m e  � , ”  t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n 

N i g e r i a ' s  B i g g e s t  S t a r s 
Land Spots on FIFA World 
Cup 2026 Soundtrack Album

p l a t f o r m s  a n d 
physical formats.
T h e  2 0 2 6  F I F A 
World Cup will run 
from June 11 to 
July 19 across the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s , 
M e x i c o  a n d 
C a n a d a  i n  a n 
e x p a n d e d  4 8 -
t e a m  f o r m a t 

f e a t u r i n g  1 0 4 
matches over 39 
days.
Mexico will host the 
opening match 
a g a i n s t  S o u t h 
A f r i c a  a t  t h e 
Estadio Azteca in 
Mexico City on 
J u n e  1 1 ,  w h i l e 
Canada and the 

United States will 
b e g i n  t h e i r 
campaigns a day 
later in Toronto and 
L o s  A n g e l e s 
respectively.
 The nal will be 
played at MetLife 
Stadium in New 
Jersey on July 19.

wrote.
According to the 
released tracklist, 
Rema, Davido, 
Ayra Star r  and 
B u r n a  B o y  w i l l 
feature alongside 
g l o b a l  m u s i c 
h e a v y w e i g h t s , 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
A f r o b e a t s ' 
g r o w i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
inuence.
T h e  a l b u m 
features several 
h i g h - p r o  l e 
col laborat ions , 
including:
“Goals” — Lisa, 
Anitta and Rema
“No Place L ike 
Home” — Major 
L a z e r ,  N e l l y 
F u r t a d o  a n d 
Davido
“ S h o w  M e ”  — 
Ayra Star r  and 
Latto
“ D a i  D a i ”  — 
Shakira and Burna 
Boy
O t h e r 
international acts 
featured on the 
project include 
Future, Tyla, Jessie 
R e y e z ,  D a d d y 
Y a n k e e , 
S h e n s e e a ,  2 1 
Savage, Stormzy, 

Kehinde Adeleye 
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the table,”  the 
statement read.
According to the 
o rgan i se r s ,  the 
reunion will air on 
A f r i c a  M a g i c 
Showcase at 10 
pm WAT and on 
A f r i c a  M a g i c 
Family at 10:30 pm 
WAT.
T h e 
announcement 
comes weeks after 
organisers opened 
auditions for the 
show's 11th season 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 8th June  - Sunday 14th June 2026ENTERTAINMENT  

Organisers 
o f  B i g 
B r o t h e r 

N a i j a  h a v e 
announced that 
the reunion show 
f o r  t h e  r e a l i t y 
t e l e v i s i o n 
programme's 10th 
s e a s o n  w i l l 
premiere on June 
8.
T h e  o r g a n i s e r s 
disclosed this in a 
statement shared 
o n  t h e  s h o w ' s 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 
p l a t f o r m s , 

BBNaija Organisers Confirm
June 8 Premiere for Season
10 Reunion

a n d  u n v e i l e d 
r e g i s t r a t i o n 
requirements for 
p r o s p e c t i v e 
contestants.
Applicants were 
directed to register 
through the ofcial 
audit ion portal, 
provide personal 
details, and select 
preferred audition 
dates, locations 
and times. Physical 
aud i t ions  were 
scheduled to be 
held from May 22 
to 24 in Lagos, 
Abuja and Enugu.
T h e  r e u n i o n  i s 
expected to bring 
t o g e t h e r 
housemates from 

the landmark 10th 
s e a s o n ,  w h i c h 
aired from July to 
October 2025 and 
f e a t u r e d  t h e 
largest cast in the 
p r o g r a m m e ' s 
history.
S e a s o n  1 0 , 
themed “10/10”, 
f e a t u r e d  2 9 
housemates and 
ended with Imisi 
emerging as the 
winner after  10 
w e e k s  o f 
competition.
The season also 
produced nalists 
including Dede, 
Koy in ,  Su l tana, 
Kola, Jason Jae, 

Mensan, Kaybobo 
and Isabella, while 
F a i t h  w a s 
disqualied shortly 
before the nale.
With auditions for 
Season 11 already 
concluded and a 
new edition of the 
reality show on the 
h o r i z o n ,  t h e 
r e u n i o n  i s 
expected to revisit 
u n r e s o l v e d 
disputes, alliances 
and controversies 
that shaped one of 
the most talked-
about seasons in 
the programme's 
history.

indicat ing that 
v iewers  shou ld 
e x p e c t  f r e s h 
drama as former 
h o u s e m a t e s 
come together 
months after the 
conclusion of the 
season.
“Some receipts 
were never meant 
t o  s t a y  i n  t h e 
d r a f t s .  T h e 
# B B N a i j a  S 1 0 
housemates are 
b a c k  o n  t h e 
c o u c h ,  a n d 
nothing will be off 
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Lagos FA Unveils Motherland 
Heritage Cup to Celebrate 
Football, Culture 

The Lagos State 
F o o t b a l l 
A s s o c i a t i o n 

( L a g o s  F A )  h a s 
ofcially unveiled the 
Motherland Heritage 

C u p ,  a  l a n d m a r k 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
tournament that aims 
to  b lend spor t ing 
e x c e l l e n c e  w i t h 
cultural exchange 

By Saheed Afolabi 

a n d  n a t i o n a l 
heritage.Speaking at 
t h e  u n v e i l i n g 
ceremony, Lagos FA 
C h a i r m a n  G a f a r 
Liameed praised the 

visionary leadership of 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
F e d e r a t i o n  ( N F F ) 
P r e s i d e n t  I b r a h i m 
Gusau MON, stating 
that the initiative has 

further strengthened 
the bond between 
football, governance, 
entertainment, and 
c u l t u r a l 
heritage.“Under the 
visionary leadership of 
the NFF Pres ident, 
Ibrahim Gusau MON, 
w e  f u r t h e r 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e 
in separab le  bond 
between footbal l , 
g o v e r n a n c e , 
entertainment, and 
cultural heritage with 
the ofcial unveiling of 
t h e  M o t h e r l a n d 
H e r i t a g e  C u p  i n 
L a g o s , ”  L i a m e e d 
said.The tournament is 
scheduled to hold 
from November 6 to 
16 ,  2026 ,  and wi l l 
feature seven national 
teams drawn from 
Africa, South America, 
and the Caribbean. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
L i a m e e d ,  t h e 
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i l l 
c r e a t e  a  u n i q u e 
platform for sporting 
excellence, cultural 
e x c h a n g e ,  a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n . T h e 
e v e n t  w a s  a l s o 
m a r k e d  b y  t h e 
conferment of the 
Lagos FA’s prestigious 
Life Patron Honour on 
P r i n c e  T a j u d e e n 
Oluyole Olusi, OON, 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a 
revered father gure. 

The  ceremony was 
graced by footbal l 
l e g e n d s  i n c l u d i n g 
D a n i e l  A m o k a c h i , 
Samson S ias ia,  and 
Waidi Akanni, as well as 
popular actor Jim Iyke. 
Represent ing Lagos 
S t a t e  G o v e r n o r 
B a b a j i d e  O l u s h o l a 
Sanwo-Olu was the 
H o n o u r a b l e 
Commissioner for Youth 
a n d  S o c i a l 
Development, Mobolaji 
OgunlendeLiameed 
emphasised that the 
Motherland Heritage 
Cup goes beyond mere 
c o m p e t i t i o n .  “ T h e 
Motherland Heritage 
Cup is more than a 
football tournament; it is 
a celebration of sport, 
leadership, culture, and 
identity. It will serve as a 
p o w e r f u l  p l a t f o r m 
connecting football, 
politics, and heritage 
w h i l e  s h o w c a s i n g 
Nigeria’s capacity to 
u n i t e  p e o p l e  a n d 
nations through the 
beautiful game,” he 
added.The tournament 
is expected to boost 
t o u r i s m ,  p r o m o t e 
cultural diplomacy, and 
provide a high-level 
competitive platform 
for participating nations 
w h i l e  c e l e b r a t i n g 
Nigeria’s rich football 
h e r i t a g e  a n d 
leadership in African 
sports.
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ta lents  a make-or-
break opportunity to 
secure their places on 
the team.A total of 32 
track and eld events 
(men and women) will 
b e  c o n t e s t e d . 
However, entry into the 
premier sprint events 
men’s and women’s 
100m, 200m, and 400m 
will be restricted to 
athletes who have 
already met the AFN’s 
prescribed qualifying 
standards. All other 
events remain open to 
i n t e r e s t e d 
athletes.Athletes are 
expected to arrive in 

T h e  r a c e  f o r 
s e l e c t i o n  i n t o 
Team Nigeria for 

t h e  2 0 2 6 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games has ofcially 
k icked of f ,  as  the 
Athletics Federation of 
N ige r ia  (AFN)  has 
released dates for the 
crucial national trials 
that will decide the 
country’s track and 
eld representatives 
f o r  G l a s g o w , 
Scotland.The high-
s t a k e s  t r i a l s  a r e 
scheduled to take 
place from June 20 to 
22, 2026, at the Yaba 
College of Technology 

(YABATECH) Sports 
Complex in Lagos. The 
t h r e e - d a y 
c h a m p i o n s h i p  i s 
expected to draw 
some of Nigeria’s top 
athletic talents in a 
ercely competitive 
batt le for national 
colours.Participation 
i n  t h e  t r i a l s  i s 
mandatory for any 
athlete aspir ing to 
represent Nigeria at 
the Games. The event 
w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e 
dec i s i ve  qua l i e r , 
o f f e r i n g  b o t h 
established stars and 
p r o m i s i n g  y o u n g 

Lagos on Friday, June 
19, with departures 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r 
Tuesday, June 23. The 
AFN has announced 
that accommodation 
will be provided for 
athletes who have 
attained the required 
q u a l i  c a t i o n 
standards. The ofcial 
l i s t  o f  q u a l i  e d 
athletes is expected 
to be released in the 
coming  days .AFN 
P r e s i d e n t ,  C h i e f 
T o n o b o k  O k o w a , 
u r g e d  a t h l e t i c s 
stakeholders, fans, 
a n d  e n t h u s i a s t s 

nationwide to come 
out in large numbers to 
support the athletes 
during the trials.“This is 
a signicant milestone 
i n  N i g e r i a ’ s 
preparation for the 
G l a s g o w  2 0 2 6 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games,” Okowa said. 
H e  e x p r e s s e d 
condence that the 
t r i a l s  w o u l d  h e l p 
identify the best talents 
to y the Nigerian ag 
in Scotland.The AFN 
c h i e f  a l s o 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  S p o r t s 
Commission (NSC) for 

its continued support, 
n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  h a s 
been instrumental in 
advancing athletics 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
e n h a n c i n g  e l i t e 
performance in the 
country.With Nigeria 
widely regarded as 
o n e  o f  A f r i c a ’ s 
athletics powerhouses, 
the Lagos trials are 
expected to produce 
intense competition 
a n d  t h r i l l i n g 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  a s 
athletes chase the 
d r e a m  o f 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games glory.

By Saheed Afolabi 

GLASGOW 2026: Lagos To 
Host Sprint Trials 
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Lagos FA Boss, Gafar,Speaks
o n  U n i q u e n e s s  O f 
Ex International Cup 

rst are the ones we're 
going forward with, 
and it's using history to 
create history. 
"The ex internationals 
that have served the 
nation now using their 
n a m e  a n d  t h e i r 
f o o t b a l l  I Q  t o 
encourage the young 
ones. Another good 
thing is the boost from 
the bet9ja foundation. 
It's a huge boost for us, 
across the board all 
over Nigeria, I have not 
s e e n  t h i s  k i n d  o f 
sponsorsh ip in  any 
football space. 
So bet9ja coming on 
board and l i teral ly 

The chairman of 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
F o o t b a l l 

Association (LSFA), 
Hajji Gafar Liameed 
has drawn out the 
i m p a c t s  a n d 
uniqueness of the Ex 
International Cup.
The second edition of 
the Ex International 
Cup is scheduled to 
hold in Lagos as 32 
former national team 
heroes  leads the i r 
teams to glory.
Gafar revealed that 
the progress of the 
competition made 40 
ex International to 
show interest but they 

could only admit 32 
that signied concern 
early enough.
He said players will 
have the opportunity 
t o  g a i n  f r o m  t h e 
football intelligence 
and brilliance of the ex 
internationals which 
will therefore have a 
positive impacts on 
pe r fo rmance and 
career.
"The uniqueness of this 
one is the presence of 
a l l  t h e  e x 
internationals, 32 of 
them. We almost got 
about 40 but the 32 
that registered rst, 
that showed interest 

allowing us to shine is a 
uniqueness of  th is 
year, and as you can 
s e e ,  t h e  p r e s s 
conference and the 
draw is more or less like 
bringing a European 
s t y l e  o f  d r a w  t o 
Nigeria, to Lagos and 
that's it. 
"It would do a whole 
lot of good to them. It 
will inspire them, it will 
also encourage them 
to want to play for 
Super Eagles.  You 
know, the endgame 
and the core concept 
is to make sure that we 
have players that are 
going to be playing 

for Super Eagles, willing 
and aspiring with a 
whole lot of energy 
and tenacity to want 
to a lways p lay for 
Super Eagles. 
B y  s e e i n g  Y a k u b u 
A iyegben i ,  see ing 
W a h e e d  A k a n n i , 
Fr iday Ekpo, Fr iday 
Elahor, Wasiu Ipaye 
that have played for 
this country before, 
now coaching them 
only does one thing; 
inspire them to also 
want to play for the 
national team."
The Lagos FA boss 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
i m p a c t s  o f  t h e 

competition draws out 
joy on the faces of the 
ex internationals who 
a r e  b a s k i n g  w i t h 
beaming smiles as they 
know, they are being 
celebrated alive and 
also players who stand 
to  ga in  f rom the i r 
tutelage and who are 
excited to see match 
c l a s h e s  a m o n g 
favorites.
"Well the impact is 
what I'll call football 
j o y ,  y o u  k n o w  i n 
football, let's say we 
have  a  90  m inu te 
game, at the 94th 
minute extra time, still 
at 1-1. Then all of a 
s u d d e n ,  a  t e a m 
scored and it was 2-1, 
so you see joy and 
despair. 
" S o  t h i s  o n e  i s  n o 
despair, it's all about 
j o y .  T h e  e x 
internationals coming 
out ,  beaming with 
smiles knowing that 
someone somewhere 
remembers them, and 
remembers what they 
have done for the 
c o u n t r y  a n d  n o w 
recognizing them and 
bringing them out from 
t h e i r  s h e l l s  a n d 
coaching the young 
ones.
“ Y o u  k n o w ,  a s  a 
footballer, the only 
thing you can hope for 
is to inspire the young 
ones. Now they're not 
only inspiring with what 
they have done, they'll 
be inspiring with them 
n u r t u r i n g  a n d 
coaching and getting 
the young ones to the 
next level."

By Saheed Afolabi 
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